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FELLOW  OF  THE  ACADEMY 

Communicated  31  January ,  1923. 

The  importance  of  the  document  which  is  published  for  the  first 
time  in  this  Paper  was  pointed  out  by  Dr  Anton  Baumstark  in  his 
interesting  study  of  how  the  Bible  was  read  in  the  Syriac-speaking 
Churches.1  Dr  Baumstark  knew  of  it  only  from  the  description  in 
Wright’s  Catalogue  of  the  Syriac  MSS  in  the  British  Museum,  but 
I  should  be  ungrateful  were  I  not  to  acknowledge  my  debt  to  him  in 
having  been  the  first  to  lay  stress  upon  its  value.  Indeed,  the 
extraordinary  thing  is  that  B.M.  Add.  14528  should  have  had  to 
wait  so  many  years  for  an  editor. 

Christian  religious  services  are  usually  divided  into  Eucharistic, 
Daily,  and  Occasional  Services.  But  in  the  case  of  Rites  the  arrange¬ 
ment  and  order  of  which  are  imperfectly  known  it  is  best  to  treat 
them  all  together  on  a  Kalendar,  or  yearly,  basis.  We  are  ignorant 
of  much  of  the  arrangement  of  early  Christian  services,  because 
Service-books  tend  to  be  destroyed  by  wear,  and  are  rarely  recopied 
when  the  use  they  represent  has  been  changed.  And  early  writers  in 
their  references  to  the  services  of  their  time  do  not  often  give  the 
precise  details  which  alone  are  of  value  to  us  at  the  present  day. 

The  main  divisions  of  the  Syriac-speaking  Church  are  the  Nestorians , 
who  were  organized  in  the  old  Persian  Empire  of  the  Sasanians,  and 
the  Jacobites  (or  Monophysites)  who  were  to  be  found  chiefly  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Roman  Empire.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  5th  century,  and  indeed  till  the  death 
of  the  Emperor  Anastasius  in  518,  the  tendency  fostered  by  the 
authorities  at  Constantinople  was  Monophysite ;  after  that,  under 
Justin  (518-527)  and  Justinian  (527-565),  the  Monophysite  belief 
was  reckoned  a  heresy  by  the  Greeks,  and  the  non-Greek  populations 

1  Nichtevangelische  syrische  Perikopenordnungen  des  ersten  Jahrtuusends ,  unter- 
sucht  von  Dr  Anton  Baumstark,  Munster,  1921. 
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of  the  Eastern  Empire,  i.  e.  the  Egyptians  and  the  Syrians,  found 
themselves  branded  as  heretics  by  the  central  power  to  which  they 
owed  allegiance.  A  minority  of  the  Syriac-speaking  Christians 
followed  the  lead  of  Constantinople,  especially  in  Palestine  and  the 
neighbourhood  of  Antioch.  These  got  the  name  of  Malkites  (or 
‘  King’s  men  ’)  ;  they  tended  henceforth  to  follow  4  Greek-Church  1 
fashions  in  ritual. 

The  Nestorians  had  been  driven  out  of  the  Roman  Empire  while 
the  Monophysites  were  in  power.  In  489  the  ‘School  of  the  Persians’ 
at  tldessa  was  broken  up,  and  re-established  over  the  border  at 
Nisibis  :  after  that  date  Nestorian  customs  and  rituals  rarelv  borrowed 
from  the  West.  The  Monophysites  were  reorganized  as  a  non¬ 
conformist  anti-Greek  Church  by  Jacob  Burd'ana,  titular  Bishop  of 
Edessa  from  543  to  578,  from  whom  they  are  called  Jacobites  to  this 
day,  and  henceforth  they  also  developed  their  liturgical  practices  on 
their  own  lines.  But  before  that  time,  especially  in  the  first  years  of 
the  6th  century,  when  Anastasius  was  still  Emperor,  the  whole  trend 
of  the  Syriac-speaking  Church  had  been  towards  the  adoption  of 
Greek  rites  and  Greek  practices.  It  was  a  time  of  literary  activity 
and  ritual  development.  The  period  of  fixity  and  stagnation  had  not 
yet  begun,  so  that  even  if  we  knew  the  practice  of  the  ‘Jacobite’ 
Church  in  detail  at  the  time  of  the  great  Mohammedan  conquests 
(630-40)  we  could  not  be  confident  that  it  was  evidence  for  what  was 
done  at  Edessa  a  century  before,  still  less  for  what  had  been  the 
custom  early  in  the  5th  century,  in  the  days  of  Rabbula  (411-435). 
The  interest  of  the  Lectionarv  here  published  is  that  it  tells  us  how 
the  Bible  was  read  in  the  Churches  of  the  Euphrates  Valley  before 
the  times  of  Jacob  Burd'ana,  in  fact,  before  Severus  became  Patriarch 
of  Antioch. 

Malkite  documents  are  best  treated  separately.1  For  the  Nestorians 
and  Jacobites  the  usual  plan  is  to  start  from  the  existing  praxis, 
working  back  to  such  ancient  documentary  evidence  as  has  been 
hitherto  published.  This  is  especially  unsatisfactory  in  the  case  of 
Jacobite  rites,  because  of  the  great  amount  of  evidence  from  the 
earlier  periods  which  actually  survives,  evidence  which  in  the  matter 
of  the  Lectionary  entirely  supersedes  all  that  has  hitherto  been  written 
on  the  subject.  In  the  case  of  the  Nestorians  it  is  well  known  that 

1  Some  of  Dr  Baumstark’s  most  interesting;  conclusions  deal  with  the  Malkite 
hooks.  He  shews  that  the  documents  in  the  Palestinian  Syriac  dialect  belong 
to  the  Lectionary  system  of  Jerusalem,  as  preserved  in  the  Armenian  Lectionary 
published  by  F.  C.  Conybeare  in  Hit  mile  Armenorum. 
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the  existing  order  is  due  to  modifications  introduced  by  the  Catholicos 
Isho'yabh  III  (630  a.d.),  so  that  the  mere  isolation  of  the  Nestorian 
Church  is  no  guarantee  that  its  present  customs  go  back  to  the 
earliest  times.1 

The  familiar  Epistle  and  Gospel  of  Western  Eucharistic  Services  is 
a  relic  of  what  was  once  a  much  more  extended  Bible-reading.  There 
was  formerly  a  Lesson  from  the  Prophets,  and  it  was  known  that  in 
the  East  there  were  once  two  or  more  such  Lessons.  The  outstanding 
feature  of  the  document  here  published  is  that  it  provides  regularly 
for  a  dozen  or  more  Old  Testament  Lessons,  in  addition  to  the  Epistle 
and  Gospel,  and  very  often  a  Lesson  from  the  Acts  as  well.  And 
when  the  scattered  Lectionary  notices  in  ancient  Syriac  Biblical  MSS 
are  examined  they  are  found  to  support  this  extended  Bible-reading 
in  all  essential  points.  I  mention  this  here  at  the  beginning  to 
shew  the  unexpected  nature  of  the  fresh  evidence  here  collected. 

Before  coming  to  the  text  of  our  document  it  will  be  convenient  to 
draw  attention  to  three  passages  in  Syriac  ecclesiastical  literature, 
which  testify  respectively  to  three  successive  stages  in  the  development 
of  ritual  in  the  Syriac-speaking  Churches. 

1.  The  Doctrina  Apostolomim ,  a  work  Syriac  in  origin,  and  in  its 
earlier  state  (i.e.  as  edited  by  Cureton  in  his  ‘Ancient  Documents’) 
reflecting  the  usage  of  the  4th  century,  if  not  of  even  earlier 
times : — 

Canon  2  orders  ‘service1  ( teslimeslita )  and  reading  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  the  Eucharist  (kurband)  on  Sundays ;  Canons  3  and  4 
order  ‘  service1  on  Wednesdays  and  on  Fridays  at  3  p.m. 

Canon  6  orders  the  celebration  of  Epiphany  on  Jan.  6,  ‘  chief  of 
the  festivals  of  the  Church  ’,  Canon  7  orders  a  Fast  for  40  days 
before  celebrating  the  day  of  the  Passion  and  the  day  of  the 
Resurrection,  Canon  9  orders  the  commemoration  of  the  Ascension  2 
50  days  (sic)  after  the  Resurrection ;  the  only  other  feature  of  the 
Christian  Year  being  the  commemoration  of  Martyrs  on  the  day  of 
their  death  (Canon  18).3 

2.  Marutha  of  Maipherkat  (before  420)  quotes  this  same  work, 
but  in  the  recension  known  to  him  there  is  to  be  Eucharist  on 


1  ‘  He  (i.  e.  Isho'yabh)  arranged  the  Hudhra  or  service-book  for  the  Sundays 
of  the  whole  year,  for  Lent,  and  for  the  fast  of  Nineveh,  and  drew  up  offices  of 
baptism,  absolution,  and  consecration’  (Wright’s  Syriac  Literature,  p.  174). 

2  e  Ascension  unto  His  glorious  Father’  is  the  phrase  used  :  see  below,  p.  12. 

*  Cureton  ASD,  pp.  20,  27,  28. 
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Sunday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  ;  and  the  Kalendar  is :  Nativity  on 
Dec.  25,  Epiphany  on  Jan.  6,  40  days  Fast,  then  Passover  and 
Resurrection,  Ascension  40  days  after  the  Resurrection  and  something 
(the  text  is  not  quite  clear)  ten  days  later ;  and  in  addition  to 
Commemorations  of  Martyrs  there  is  a  mention  of  4  our  Lady  Mary  \ 

The  genuineness  of  this  letter  is  not  unchallenged,  but  genuine  or 
not  it  represents  better  than  any  other  document  the  Kalendar 
presupposed  by  the  Lectionary  here  edited. 

3.  ‘Joshua  Stylites',  i.e.  the  Edessene  Chronicler  who  wrote  his 
book  at  or  near  Edessa  not  later  than  507,  tells  us  that  Peter  became 
Bishop  of  Edessa  on  Sept.  12,  a.d.  498,  in  succession  to  Cyrus,  and 
that  ‘  he  added  to  the  festivals  of  the  year  that  of  Palm  Sunday : 
he  also  established  the  custom  of  consecrating  the  Water  on  the 
night  immediately  preceding  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany ;  and  (made 
regulations)  about  the  Oil  of  Unction  on  the  Thursday  [of  the 
Mystery]  before  the  whole  people,  together  with  the  rest  of  the  feasts  ’ 
(Josh.  Styl.  xxxii).1 

It  is  not  clear  from  the  Chronicler's  wording  whether  these 
innovations  were  made  by  Cyrus  or  by  Peter,  but  probably  it  was  by 
the  latter.  In  any  case  very  considerable  ritual  changes  are  indicated  ; 
we  may  be  certain  that  any  Syriac  MS  which  contains  the  services 
for  the  Blessing  of  the  Water  before  Epiphany  or  the  Consecration 
of  the  Chrism  on  Maundy  Thursday  must  belong  to  a  rite  later 
than  the  5th  century.  ‘  The  Blessing  of  the  Waters  1  is  no  doubt 
a  very  ancient  ceremony  in  Greek-speaking  Christendom,  and  it  was 
adopted  by  the  Copts  and  the  Armenians.  But  that  does  not  prove 
its  antiquity  in  the  Syriac-speaking  Church.  The  innovation  of 
Bishop  Peter  with  regard  to  the  4  Feast  ’  on  Palm  Sunday  may  have 
had  something  to  do  with  the  distribution  of  green  boughs  and  the 
procession  connected  therewith  2  rather  than  with  Lessons  to  be  read 
in  Church,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  the  Lectionary  Table  edited 
below  is  remarkable  for  not  using  the  familiar  Syriac  name  of 
4  the  Hosannas ’  for  the  Sunday  next  before  Easter. 

1  Wright’s  ed.,  p.  23.  I  have  slightly  modified  Wright’s  translation  to  make 
it  somewhat  more  literal.  The  Syriac  text  is  to  he  found  on  p.  [27].  The 
term  translated  4  Palm  Sunday  ’  is  the  usual  Syriac  term,  lit.  feast  4  of  the 
Hosannas’.  4  Thursday  of  the  Mystery’  is  the  usual  Syriac  for  what  we  call 
Maundy  Thursday. 

2  See  the  4 Order  of  the  Consecration  of  the  Branches’,  B.M.  Add.  17128 
(Wright  CBM ,  p.  227  a). 
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With  these  preliminaries  we  can  proceed  at  once  to  the  translation 
of  B.M.  Add.  14528,  foil  152-191. 

Wright  CBM  176  b  says: 

‘This  manuscript  is  written  in  a  good  regular  Estrangela  of  the 
vith  cent.,  and  contains:  1.  An  Index  to  the  Lessons  (Purds/i 
Keryane)  proper  for  the  Festivals  of  the  whole  year  and  other 
occasions  [foil.  152-191,  our  document];  2.  Secular  Laws  and 
Enactments  of  the  Emperors  Constantine,  Theodosius  and  Leo 
[foil.  192-228,  edited  in  Land's  Anecdota ,  vol.  i], 

‘  Colophon,  fol.  228  a  [abridged]  :  “  Here  endeth  writing  in  this 
volume  the  Index  to  the  Lessons  of  Holy  Scripture  and  the  Secular 
Laws  and  Enactments  made  by  Constantine  and  Theodosius  and  Leo, 
believing  Emperors  ....  Glory  to  the  Trinity.  Amen.”  ’ 

The  quires  are  signed  with  arithmetical  figures,  so  that  though  the 
beginning  is  gone  it  is  certain  that  no  more  is  lost  there  than  the  three 
leaves  needed  to  complete  the  first  quire.  The  volume,  after  the  loss 
of  the  eight  leaves  duly  noted  by  Wright,  was  bound  up  in  ancient 
times  with  a  collection  of  Canons,  written  not  much  later  than  501  a.d. 
and  perhaps  even  in  that  year  (Wright  CBM  1030  ff.).  Thus  the 
Table  of  Lessons  was  sandwiched  in  between  two  legal  books  and  so 


has  been  effectually  preserved. 

The  Emperor  Leo  died  in  474  a.d.  :  so  far  as  I  can  see,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  us  dating  the  Table  of  Lessons  very  soon  after 
that  event.  The  facsimile  shews  the  style  of  writing.  It  may  be 
noticed  that  on  fol.  167  quoting  Hebrews  iii  6,  Add.  14528  has  the 
ancient  spelling  (see  the  Notes  in  Barnes’s  Psalter' ,  p.  xlix, 

and  Gwilliam’s  Tetraevangelion ,  p.  132). 

In  the  following  translation  the  numbering  of  the  chapters  and 
verses  is  that  of  the  English  Revised  Version.  The  Syriac  Psalter 
agrees  with  the  Hebrew  and  English,  except  that  Psalms  114  and  115 
(Heb.  and  Engl.)  make  up  Psalm  114  (Syriac),  and  Psalm  147, 
vv.  12-20  (Heb.  and  Engl.)  is  reckoned  a  separate  Psalm.  I  give 
the  double  numeration  in  each  of  the  three  cases. 

The  word  ‘  end  ’  always  means  ‘  to  the  end  of  the  book  not  merely 
of  the  chapter.  The  Gospels  are  quoted  in  the  Table  by  the  Syriac 
Eusebian  sections  and  Canons  as  well  as  by  their  beginnings  and 
endings ;  the  numbers  agree  with  those  given  in  G william’s 
edition. 
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B.M.  Add.  14528  ( translation )  : — 

[  Th  ree  leaves  missing .] 

152  r  [Hebr  i  1] — ii  4,  or  Gal  iv  1 — v  10.  Halleluiah,  Ps  110.  17  Lk 

11  1-20. 

Epiphany  of  our  Lord  on  Jan.  6 :  in  the  evening  of  the  Vigil  of 
the  same:  1  Psalm  23,  resp.  ver.  1.  2  Exod  iii  1-15.  3  Acts, 

v  1  Peter  v  1  -end.  Halleluiah,  Ps  80.  4  Lk  ii  8-15. 

And  at  midnight :  Ps  29,  resp.  ver.  3a.  1  Isai  x  33 — xii  6. 

2  Matt  iii  1-17. 

And  in  the  morning  after  the  morning  service:  Joh  i  1-34. 

Day  lessons  for  the  same  day  of  Epiphany :  1  Prov  viii  22-36. 
2  Job  iv  1 — v  27.  3  Dan,  ‘  Thanksgiving  of  Ananias’,  iii  23 

153  r  [Song  2-68],  or  read  ‘After  these  things’  vii  7-27.  4  Zech 

vi  1-15,  or  read  Mic  v  2 — vi  8.  5  Josh  iii  1 — iv  14.  6  Judg 

v  vi  34 — vii  7a.  7  1  Sam  xvi  la>  c-13a.  8  1  Ki  i  32-48. 

9  Jer  xxxiii  10-22.  10  Ezek  i  l-28a.  11  Isai  vii  10 — ix  7. 

12  Gen  i  1 — ii  24,  or  xxi  1-13.  13  Exod,  ‘the  Psalm  of  Moses’, 

154  >*xv  1-26.  14  Nu  xxiv  2-18.  15  Psalm  2,  resp.  ver .  7b. 

16  Acts,  1  Joh  iv  7—  v  15.  17  Tit  ii  11— iii  8,  or  Hebr  i  1— ii  4. 

Halleluiah,  Ps  110.  18  Matt  i  18 — ii  23,  or  read  Lk  iii  1-18,  or 

read  Joh  i  1-28. 

v  Sundav  of  Entry  into  the  Fast  of  40 :  1  Prov  xxxi  1  -end. 
2  Job  xxix  1 — xxx  23.  3  Dan  i  1-17.  4  Joel  ii  1  -end. 

5  Josh  iii  1 — iv  24.  6  1  Sam  vii  2-17.  7  1  Ki  xix  1-21. 

155  r  8  Jer  xxxvi  1-26.  9  Ezek  iii  16 — iv  15.  10  Isai  lviii  1-14. 

11  Exod  xxiv  1-18,  or  read  xxxiv  1-35.  12  Ps  35,  resp.  ver.  18. 

v  13  Acts  ix  1-30.  14  Rom  xii  1-21.  Halluliah,1  Ps.  51. 

15  Matt  iv  1-11. 

Monday  of  the  1st  week  of  the  Fast  of  40:  1  Gen  i  1 — ii  14,  or 
read  Exod  i  1 — ii  25.  2  Deut  iv  1-22.  3  Job  i  1 — ii  10. 

4  Josh  i  1 — ii  24,  or  Judg  ii  1- 

[Three  leaves  missing.] 

156  r  2  2  Ki  iv  8-37.  3  Ezek,  ‘the  Resurrection  of  the  dead’,  xxxvii 

1-14.  4  Exod  iii  1-22.  5  Psalm  49,  resp.  ver.  15a. 

6  Acts  ix  32 — x  23a.  7  1  Cor  xv  1-58,  or  1  Thess  iv  13 — v  11. 

t>  Halluliah,  Ps  30.  8  Joh  xi  1-44,  or  read  in  Lk  about  the 

widow’s  son  (vii  11-17),  or  read  in  Mk  about  Jairus’  daughter 
(v  21-43). 


1  The  word  is  spelt  cn  A  C\\\ tn  from  this  point  onward. 
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Monday  in  the  middle  week  at  the  end  of  the  midday  service: 

1  Gen  xiii  llh — xv  5.  2  Joel  ii  QA-end.  3  Jer  i  1-19. 

157  r  4  Psalm  75,  resp.  ver.  la.  5  1  Cor  i  1 — ii  9.  6  Joh  vi  22-47. 

Tuesday  in  the  middle  week  :  1  Gen  xv  6  — xvii  22.  2  Mic 

iv  1-7.  3  Jer  ii  1 — iii  5.  4  Psalm  43,  resp.  Ps  42,  ver.  2aJ 

v  5  1  Cor  ii  10— iii  15.  6  Joh  vi  48-71. 

Wednesday  in  the  middle  week :  1  Gen  xvii  23 — xviii  33. 

2  Isai  xl  1-8.  3  Jer  iii  6-21.  4  Psalm  84,  resp.  ver .  4a. 

5  1  Cor  iii  16 — v  8.  6  Joh  vii  1-30. 

158  r  Thursday  in  the  middle  week  of  the  Fast:  1  Gen  xx  1 — xxi  34. 

2  Isai  xl  9 — xli  16.  3  Jer  iii  22 — iv  8.  4  Psalm  44,  resp. 

ver.  8a.  5  1  Cor  viii  1 — ix  27.  0  Matt  xxiv  3-51. 

Friday  in  the  middle  week  of  the  Fast:  1  Gen,  ‘the  Temptation 
v  of  Abraham",  xxii  1 — xxiii  20.  2  Isai  xli  17 — xlii  4.  3  Zech 

viii  9 — ix  8.  4  Psalm  46,  resp.  ver.  la.  5  1  Cor  x  1 — xi  34. 

6  Matt  xxv  1-46. 


159  r  Saturday  in  the  same  middle  week  of  the  Fast :  1  Ezek  xiv  12-23. 

2  Psalm  32,  resp.  ver.  lla.  3  1  Thess  iv  13 — v  11.  Halluliah, 
Psalm  112,  ver.  la.  5  Joh  v  1-29. 

Now  on  Saturday  of  the  1st  and  of  the  middle  week  there  is 
a  Commemoration  of  all  our  Fathers  the  Bishops,  and  of  all  those  who 
have  been  baptized  in  Christ  our  Lord. 

Lessons  of  the  Great  Week  of  Unleavened  Bread.  In  the  evening 
that  leads  to  Sunday,1 2  after  the  evening  service :  1  Psalm  23,  resp. 
v  ver.  5a.  2  Joh  xii  1-11. 

Now  in  the  same  Sunday  after  the  morning  service :  1  Psalm  95, 
resp.  ver.  6a.  2  Rom  xiii  10 — xiv  4.  3  Joh  xii  12-25. 

Lessons  for  the  same  Sunday  of  the  Great  Week:  1  Prov  i  1  — 

iii  26.  2  Job  xxvi  1  —  xxviii  28 . 

[  Two  leaves  missing.  ] 

160  r  [Rom  xv j  14-33.  Psalm  65,  resp.  ver.  5h  (  Answer  us,  O  God  our 

Saviour ").  15  Lk  xii  35-50,  or  read  Joh  xii  12-29. 


Tuesday  in  the  Great  Week  :  1  Prov  vi  6-35.  2  Job  xxxi  40b — 

v  xxxiii  33,  or  read  xxxi  7 — xxxiii  6.  3  Dan  iv  4-28.  4  Hos 

xi  8 -end.  5  Josh  v  1 — vi  21.  6  1  Sam  vii  2 — viii  22. 

7  Jer  iv  1 — v  19.  8  Ezek  iv  16 — vii  9.  9  Isai  lxiii  1 — lxv  7. 


1  Probably  43  is  a  slip  in  the  MS  for  42. 

2  Syr.  d'fi'el  hadbshabbrl . 

*  *  • 
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161  r  10  Gen  iv  8 — vi  4,  or  read  Exod  ix  %%-[hole  in  MS\  11  Numb, 

4  [about]  the  Stone  of  Waters’,  xx  1 — xxi  20.  12  Psalm  25,  resp. 

ver.  1.  13  1  Cor  i  1 — iv  5.  Halluliah,  Psalm  4,  resp.  ver.  la. 

15  (sic)  Matt  xxiv  3-14,  or  read  Joh  xii  34-50. 

v  Wednesday  in  the  Great  Week :  1  Prov  i  10 — ii  15,  or  read 
viii  1 — ix  12.  2  Job  xxxiv  1-37.  3  Dan  iv  29 — v  7. 

4  Joel  i  1 — ii  22.  5  Josh  vi  22 — vii  26.  6  1  Sam  ix  1 — x  16a,b. 

162  r  7  Jer  v  20 — vii  15.  8  Ezek  vii  10 — ix  11.  9  Isai  lxv  8 — lxvi  9. 

v  10  Gen  vi  5 — vii  24,  or  Exod  x  21 — xi  10.  11  Nu  xxxv  9 -end. 

12  Psalm  41  1,  resp.  ver.  4a.  13  1  Cor  iv  6 — vi  20.  Psalm  5, 

resp.  ver.  la.  14  Joh  xv  1-19. 

And  in  the  evening  of  this  same  day,  after  the  evening  service  : 
1  Psalm  36,  resp.  ver.  10a.  2  Matt  xxvi  14-16,  or  read  Lk 

163  r  xxii  1-6. 

Thursday  in  the  Great  Week  :  1  Prov  x  7 — xi  2.  2  Job 

xxxviii  1,  3 — xxxix  30.  3  Dan  vii  1-28.  4  Hab  i,  ii  (‘as 

far  as  his  Prayer’).  5  Josh  viii  30 — x  14,  or  xxiii  V°-end. 

v  6  Jer  ix  23 — x  25.  7  1  Sam  x  17 — xii  25.  8  Ezek  xx  30 — 

xxi  7.  9  Isai  lxi  1-9,  or  read  xl  1 — xii  16.  10  Gen  xxxvii 

1-36.  11  Exod  xii  1-28.  12  Numb,  ‘the  Passover’,  ix  1-23. 

164  r  13  Psalm  55,  resp.  ver.  21b.  14  Acts  i  15-20.  15  1  Cor 

xi  17-34  (sic).  Halluliah,  Psalm  [23,  resp.]  ver.  5a.  16  Matt 

xxvi  17-35. 

Lesson  read  on  the  evening  of  Thursday  itself  as  it  dawns  into 
Friday,  after  the  Supper,2  in  the  first  service ;  at  the  beginning  of 
the  service  they  say  this  respond,  ‘  My  enemies  have  said  evil  against 
me  ’  (Psalm  41,  ver.  5a).  Lesson  of  Joh  xiii  31b — xiv  31. 

v  Lesson  at  the  end  of  the  same  service :  1  Psalm  109,  resp.  ver.  4a. 
Lk  xxii  39-44. 

Lesson,  [again,  read  in]  the  night,  at  the  beginning  of  the  service  : 
Psalm  [55],  resp.  ver.  21 b.  Lesson  of  Matt  xxvi  36-75. 

Lesson  at  the  end  of  the  same  service  of  midnight :  Psalm  35,  resp. 
ver.  S\  Joh  xviii  2 — xix  14a. 

1  The  MS  has  Psalm  45,  hut  the  respond  is  ‘  I  said.  Thou  art  my  Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  me’,  i.  e.  Psalm  41,  v.  4. 

2  Syr.  i  b\TD  rinses  r<lJ£J5rji=j  en=> 

This  must  be  quite  a  different  rite  from  the  Consecration  of  the 
Chrism  (always  called  ^^O^CV.250  in  Syriac).  The  time  indicated  is  about  6  p.m.  : 
the  word  translated  ‘to  dawn’  here  and  elsewhere  in  the  Table  is  the  technical 
term  for  the  beginning  of  a  Semitic  day  (see  my  Paper  called  'Eniffdoo-Keiv  in 
J.  of  Thcol.  St.  xiv  538-546). 
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165  r  And  on  the  morning  of  the  same  Friday,  after  the  morning  service  : 

1  Psalm  35,  resp.  ver.  11.  2  Gal  vi  1 4}-end.  3  Lk  xxii  66 — 

xxiii  25. 

And  at  the  end  of  the  service  of  9  a.m. 1 :  1  Psalm  41,  resp.  ver.  9b. 
u  2  Phil  i  28b  (29) -ii  11.  3  Matt  xxvii  3-26. 

And  at  the  beginning  of  the  midday  service :  1  Psalm  69  2,  resp. 
ver.  21 a.  2  1  Cor  i  18-31.  3  Mk  xv  16-23. 

Now  from  midday  of  Friday  to  3  p.m:  there  is  a  reading  of 
16Gr  Scripture:  1  Prov  xiii  14 — xv  8.  2  Job  xl  1 — xlii  6.  3  Dan 

ix  1-19.  4  Amos  viii  9 — ix  6,  or  read  Jon  i  1-1 7a.  5  Josh 

v  xxii  1-20.  6  Judg  xv  9-20.3  7  1  Sam  xxvi  1 — xxvii  4.4 

8  2  Ki  v  1-19,  vi  1-7. 5  9  Jer  xxxvii  12 — xxxviii  6.  10  Ezek 

xxi  8-32.  11  Isai  lii  13 — liii  12.  12  Gen  xxii  1-19,  or  read 

lG7rxl  1-23,  or  read  Exod  xii  29-42.  13  Numb,  6  the  Schism  of 

Korah  ’,  xvi  1-35.  14  Eph  ii  11 — iii  21.  15  Psalm  31,  resp. 

vv.  4b,  5%  or  Ps  69,  resp.  ver.  20a.  16  Lk  xxiii  27-49. 

«  And  at  the  end  of  the  service  of  3  p.m. :  Psalm  22,  resp.  ver.  18a. 

2  Hebr  ii  9—  iii  6a.  3  Joh  xix  31-37. 

And  at  the  evening  service:  1  Zech  xii  11 — xiv  9a.  2  Jer 

xi  18 — xii  8.  3  Isai  liii  1-12.  4  Hebr  ix  11-28.  5  Psalm 

lG8r  88,  resp.  ver.  5a.  6  Matt  xxvii  57-61. 

Saturday  in  the  Great  Week  :  1  Prov  xvii  10 — xviii  20.  2  Job 

11  11 — iii  26.  3  Dan  ix  1-27,  or  read  ix  20 — x  3.  4  Jon 

v  i  1-1 7a.  5  Josh  xxii  21— xxiii  la.6  6  2  Sam  i  1-27. 

7  2  Ki  xx  1-21.  8  Jer  xxxviii  7 — xxxix  2.  9  Ezek  xi  1-25. 

1G9  r  10  Isai  lxiii  1-10.  11  Gen  xlii  3 — xliii  14,  or  read  xl  1-23. 

12  Psalm  88,  resp.  ver.  6a.  13  1  Cor  i  1-31,  or  Col  i  3 — ii  5. 

Psalm  49,  resp.  ver.  15a  (God  will  deliver  my  soul).  14  Matt  xxvii 
62-66. 

And  in  the  evening  of  Saturday  when  it  dawns  into  Sunday,  at  the 
moment  of  the  ablution  (shyaglita):  1  Psalm  51,  resp.  ver.  2a. 
r  2  Hebr  x  19-39.  3  Joh  xiii  3-16. 

1  The  (  service  of  9  a.m.’  is  in  Syriac  f  service  of  the  third  hour  ’  and  corresponds 
in  time  to  Tierce.  Similarly  the  midday  service  and  that  of  3  p.m.  correspond 
to  Sext  and  None.  But  as  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that  these  special  Good 
Friday  services  corresponded  in  arrangement  to  the  later  Daily  Offices  I  have 
avoided  using  the  technical  W estern  terms  in  translation. 

2  The  MS  has  Psalm  79. 

3  0m.  f  in  the  time  of  the  Philistines  ’  (xv  20). 

4  At  the  end  the  MS  adds  ‘  David  ’  to  xxvii  4. 

5  f  And  thou  dost  leave  out  the  story  of  Gehazi.’ 

6  To  f  their  enemies’  (ver.  1,  middle). 

A  3 
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Lessons  of  Saturday  in  the  evening,  when  it  dawns  into  the  Sunday 
of  the  Resurrection  of  our  Lord:  1  Prov  xxx  1-1 4, 1  xxxi  1  -end. 

2  Job  xxvii — xxviii  28.  3  Dan  iii  23  [Song  2-68] — iv  3. 

1 70  r  4  Jon  i  17 h—encl.  5  Josh  ii  1-24.  6  2  Sam  xxiv  1  -end. 

7  2  Ki  ii  1-15%  or  read  iv  8-37.  8  Jer  xvi  16 — xvii  13. 

v  9  Ezek  xxxvii  15-28.  10  Isai  lii  1-10,  or  read  lx  1-22. 

11  Gen,  ‘Temptation  of  Abraham’,  xxii  1-19.  12  Exod  xii  51 — 

xiv  26.  13  Psalm  30,  resp.  ver.  3%  14  1  Cor  xv  1-26,  or 

read  Eph  i  1 — ii  22.  Halluliah,  Ps  93.  15  Matt,  xxviii 

l-7b  (‘there  shall  ye  see  him’). 

And  in  the  morning,  before  ‘Praise  ye,  His  servants’:2  1  Isai 
lx  1-7.  2  Psalm  3,  resp.  ver.  5%  or  Psalm  98,  resp.  ver.  2%  or 

‘The  Lord  hath  reigned  and  is  clothed  with  majesty’  (i.  e.  Ps.  93,  no 
resp.).  3  Lk  3  xxiv  1-12. 

And  at  the  end  of  the  same  service  Mk  xvi  2 -end. 

The  Great  Sunday  of  the  Resurrection  of  our  Lord,  in  the  day : 
v  1  Prov  ix  1 — x  26.  2  Job  xlii  7 -end.  3  Dan  vi  25-28. 

4  Joel  ii  21-29.  5  Josh  iii  1 — iv  14%  6  Judg  vi  11-40. 

172 r  7  1  Sam,  ‘Prayer  of  Hannah’,  ii  1-10,  or  read  xvii  1-51%  8  1  Ki 

iii  3 — iv  1.  9  Jer  xxxi  2-14,  or  read  ix  23b — x  16.  10  Ezek, 

‘Resurrection  of  the  dead’,  xxxvii  1-14.  11  Isai  liv  1 — lv  3,  or 

read  lxi  10 — lxii  9.  12  Gen  viii  1 — ix  7,  or  read  xliii  15 — 

v  xlv  13%  13  Psalm  65,  resp.  ver.  1%  14  Acts  ii  22-43. 

15  Eph  ii  19 — iii  21,  or  read  Hebr  i  1 — ii  8.  Halluliah,  Psalm 

147.  16  Joh  xx  1-18. 

And  in  the  evening  of  the  same  Sunday,  after  the  evening  service : 

173  r  Joh  xx  19-25. 

[Monday]4  in  the  Week  of  Rest,  Commemoration  of  S.  John  the 
Baptist:  1  Prov  xxii  28  5 — xxiii  16.  2  Job  xxv  1 — xxvi  14. 

3  Dan  xii  4-13.  4  Mai  ii  17 -end.  5  Judg  xi  12-40. 

v  6  1  Sam  xx  35° — xxii  1.  7  1  Ki  xix  1-18.  8  Jer  xxxv  1-16. 

9  Ezek  xxxiii  7-33.  10  Isai  xl  1-26.  11  Gen  xii  38 — xlii  2. 

174  r  12  Psalm  79,  resp.  ver.  10b.  13  Acts  xiii  13-43.  14  2  Tim 

iii  1 6-end.  Halluliah,  Psalm  57.  15  Matt  xiv  1-12,  or  read 

Mk  vi  14-29. 

1  ‘  And  leave  out  the  section  about  the  horse-leech.’ 

2  i.  e.  Psalm  113. 

3  The  MS  has  f  Matt  ’,  but  the  Eusebian  Canon  (386/1)  is  that  of  Lk. 

4  f  Tuesday  ’  MS,  sic  :  probably  a  slip  for  *  Monday  ’. 

5  The  MS  has  v\*ca=,r^  (  =  Heb.)  where  Lee’s  ed.  has  jr>.l 

w*  carj  rf  6  0m.  nr*  \  n  vA . 
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[Tuesday]  1  in  the  Week  of  Rest,  in  the  commem.  of  the  apostles 
v  Peter  and  Paul :  1  Dan  iv  1-17.  2  Zech  ii  10 — iii  10.  3  Judg 

v  1-31.  4  1  Sam  xxvi  1-25.  5  1  Ki  xviii  21-40.  6  Jer 

xvi  16 — xvii  10.  7  Ezek  iii  10-27.  8  Isai  lii  1-12.  9  Gen 

175  r  xxviii  10-22.  10  Psalm  19,  resp.  ver.  4a,  or  4  Rejoice  in  the  Lord, 

ye  righteous’  (Ps.  33).  11  Acts  ix  1-35.  12  Gal  i  11 — ii  21. 

13  Hypomnemata  of  Simon  Peter  and  of  Paul.  Halluliah,  Ps  47. 
v  14  Matt  xvi  13 — xviii  18,  or  read  Joh  xxi  15b-19a. 

Lessons  read  in  the  commem.  of  the  holy  Apostles  :  1  Prov  xv  20 — 
xvi  32.  2  Job  xxvii  1 — xxviii  28.  3  Dan  x  1 — xi  la  (to 

rt^rc'G,  sic).  4  Amos  ix  1  -end.  5  Josh  vi  5(6)- 25.  6  1  Sam 

176  r  xvi  l-13a.  7  2  Ki  vi  8-23.  8  Jer  xvi  14 — xvii  18.  9  Ezek 

xlvii  1—23.  10  Isai  lx  8 — lxi  9.  11  Gen  xxvii  1—29. 

v  12  Psalm  19,  resp.  ver.  4a.  13  Acts  ii  43b — iv  4.  14  Rom  x  1 — 

xi  4,  or  read  1  Cor  xii  1 — xiv  25.  Halluliah,  Psalm  95.  15  Matt 

ix  36 — x  15,  or  read  Joh  i  35-51. 


177  r  Thursday  in  the  Week  of  Rest,  in  the  commem.  of  Bishops : 
1  Prov  xix  16-xx  15.  2  Job  ix  1-32.  3  Bar  Sira  xliv  1 — 

xlix  16.  4  Dan  v  1-17.  5  Obadiah,  all.  6  Josh  xxiv  1—18. 

v  7  1  Sam  xxx  6b-25.  8  2  Ki  xiii  10-21.  9  Jer  xviii  1-23. 

10  Ezek  xxxiv  11-31.  11  Isai  xxxvi  1—21.  12  Deut  xxxiii  1— 

178 rend.  13  Psalm  115  (=  116  Heb.),  resp.  ver.  15.  14  Acts 

ix  36— x  23a.  15  Hebr  xi  1-22.  Halluliah,  Psalm  15. 

16  Matt  v  1-16,  or  read  Lk  viii  40-56. 


Friday  in  the  same  Week  of  Rest :  1  Prov  xxv  2 — xxvi  5a  (sic), 
v  2  Job  ix  1  —  x  22.  6  Dan  viii  1-19.  4  Haggai  i  1 — ii  5. 

5  Judg  ix  1-22.  6  2  Sam  vii  1-29.  7  1  Ki  xx  13-43. 

179  r  8  Jer  ii  4-32.  9  Ezek  xviii  1-32.  10  Isai  xxvi  16 — xxvii  13. 

11  Psalm  67,  resp.  ver.  la.  12  Acts  xxi  26 — xxii  29,  or 

xxi  27  (sic).  13  1  Tim  i  1 — ii  15.  Halluliah,  Psalm  112,  resp. 
v  ver.  la.  14  [Lk]  xviii  35 — xix  10. 

Saturday  in  the  same  Week  of  Rest,  commem.  of  S.  Stephen : 

1  Prov  xxvi  6 — xxviii  1.  2  Job  xii  1 — xiv  6^  3  Dan  iii  23 

1 80  r  [Song  2-22].  4  Haggai  ii  6-end.  5  Judg  ix  23-57. 

6  1  Sam  xxii  5 — xxiii  18.  7  1  Ki  xxi  1-27.  8  Jer  xxvi  1-24. 

v  9  Ezek  xix  1 — xx  26.  10  Isai  xliii  16 — xliv  20.  11  Deut 

ix  13 — x  5.  12  Psalm  96,  resp.  ver.  2b.  13  Acts  vi  8 — viii  2- 

14  2  Tim  ii  22 — iii  15.  Halluliah,  Ps.  59,  resp.  ver.  la.  15  Joh 
xv  8-25,  or  xv  2  (sic). 


1  4  Wednesday  ’  MS,  sic  :  a  slip  for  4  Tuesday  ’. 
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Sunday  after  the  Week  of  Rest,  after  the  morning  service : 

181  r  1  Psalm  89,  resp.  ver.  7a.  2  1  Peter  i  13 — ii  10.  3  Rom  v  6 — 

vi  23.  4  Joh  xx  26 — xxi  14. 

Again,  lessons  for  the  same  day  read  at  midday,  the  Prophets 
v  from  the  beginning  of  them  :  1  1  Psalm  149,  resp.  ver.  1.  And 

in  Acts,  1  Joh  ii  12 — iv  6.  And  in  the  Apostle  thou  shalt  read 

1  Cor  xi  23-xii  27.  Halluliah,  Ps.  96.  Joh  i  1-34. 

Ascension  of  our  Lord  unto  His  glorious  Father:  1  Prov  xv  20 — 

182  r  xvi  24a,  or  xi  1 — xii  5.  2  Job  xxii  1-30,  or  read  xxiii  1 — xxiv  25. 

3  Dan,  ‘the  Kingdom  of  the  Greeks’,  vii  7-18.  4  Hos  xii  9  (10)- 

end ,  or  read  in  Haggai  i  13  (om.  ‘  Haggai  ')-end.  5  Judg  vi  1-24, 

v  or  read  xiii  2-21 a.  6  2  Sam  vi  1-23,  or  read  xxi  1-14.  7  2  Ki 

ii  1-18.  8  Jer  xxx  18-xxxi  14.  9  Ezek  i  l-28ab,  iii  12-15ab.2 

10  Isai  xlix  1-23,  or  read  xxxv  3-10  (om.  ‘  and  sighing  ’).  11  Exod 

183 r  xiii  19 — xiv  31.  12  Deut,  ‘the  Ten  Commandments’,  v  (6) — vi  9. 

13  Psalm  47,  resp.  ver.  5.  14  Acts  i  1-11.  15  1  Tim  i  18 — 

iii  16.  Halluliah,  Ps  24,  resp.  ver.  1.  16  Lk  xxiv  3 6-end. 

v  Sunday  of  the  completion  of  Pentecost :  1  Job  xxxii  6 — xxxiii  6. 

2  Dan  i  1-21.  3  Joel  ii  21-32.  4  Judg  xiii  2-25. 

184  r  5  1  Sam  xvi  l-13a,b.  6  Jer  xxxi  27-37.  7  Isai  xlviii  12 — 

xlix  13.  8  Gen  xi  1-9.  9  Exod  xix  1 — xx  17.  10  Psalm 

47,  resp.  ver.  8a.  11  Acts  ii  1—21.  12  1  Cor  xii  1-27. 

v  Halluliah,  Ps.  93,  resp.  ver.  la.  13  Joh  xiv  15-27. 

Lessons  when  a  man  is  tonsured  to  be  a  Bar  Kyama :  1  Psalm  25, 
resp.  ver.  4a.  2  Isai  xxxv  3-10.  3  Acts,  1  Pet  i  3 — ii  5. 

4  Col  iii  1-17,  or  read  Tit  ii  11 — iii  7.  Halluliah,  Ps  103,  resp. 

185  r  ver.  la.  5  Matt  x  24-39,  or  read  in  xix  27 — xx  16,  or  read  in 

Lk  xiv  25— xv  10. 

Lessons  for  commem.  of  Martyrs:  1  Prov  i  10 — ii  22.  2  Job 

v  i  1 — ii  10.  3  Dan  iii  1-23  [Song  1], .  4  Jon  i  1 — ii  10. 

5  Judg  xi  30— xii  7.  6  1  Sam  xvii  31-58.  7  1  Ki  xiii  1-32. 

8  Jer  xxxvii  12-21.  9  Ezek  iii  *22 — v  6.  10  Isai  xii v  6-20. 

18G r  11  Gen,  ‘Temptation  of  Abraham’,  xxii  1-19.  12  Psalm  44, 

resp.  ver.  22a.  13  Acts  vi  8 — viii  2,  or  read  xii  1-17.  14  Rom 

viii  28 — ix  5.  Halluliah,  Ps  123  (  =  124  Heb.),  resp.  ver.  la. 
v  15  Matt  x  16-39. 

1  ^Ocni-i  fJZQ  r< . 

2  MS  (  And  thou  dost  leave  out  in  the  middle  a  whole  story  and  readest 
ct  And  the  Spirit  took  me  up 
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Lessons  for  cornmem.  of  Martyrs  :  1  Prov  xv  27 — xvi  32.  2  Bar 

Sira  xliv  1 — xlv  26.  3  Dan  v  31 — vi  24.  4  Josh  xxii  21-29. 

5  Jer  xxxviii  14-28.  6  Gen  iv  1-16.  7  Psalm  101,  resp. 

187  rver.  la.  8  Acts  v  17-42.  9  Hebr  xi  32 — xii  2.  Halluliah, 

Ps  105,  resp.  ver.  la.  10  Matt  x  34  — xi  15. 

Lessons  for  commem.  of  Bishops  :  1  Prov  viii  10 — ix  9.  2  Job 

v  xiv  7 — xv  35.  3  Dan  xii  1-13.  4  Joel  ii  1  -end.  5  Josh 

xxiii  lb — xxiv  8.  6  1  Sam  xi  14 — xii  25.  7  1  Ki  xvii  1-24. 

188  r  8  Jer  xii  1 — xiii  27.  9  Ezek  xi  22 — xii  20.  10  Isai  1  8b — li  16. 

11  Gen  xlix  28 -end.  12  Psalm  81,  resp.  ver.  la.  13  Acts 

xvi  5 — xvii  la.  14  2  Cor  iv  7 — v  10.  Halluliah,  Ps  103,  resp. 
v  ver.  la.  15  Lk  vii  lb-17. 

Again,  lessons  read  in  the  commem.  of  our  Fathers,  the  Bishops: 

I  Prov  xxiv  1-34.  2  Job  xvi  1-xvii  9.  3  Dan  vii  21 — viii  4. 

4  Mic  i  1 — ii  3.  5  Josh  xxiv  9 -end.  6  2  Sam  xx  4-22. 

189  r  7  1  Ki  xxiv  51  (52) — 2  Ki  i  17a.  8  Jer  xiv  1 — xv  4.  9  Ezek 

xviii  1-32.  10  Isai  xxxviii  1 — xxxix  8  +  2  Ki  xx  20,  21. 

II  Num  xx  23 — xxi  9.  12  Psalm  115  (  =  116  Heb.),  resp.  ver.  15. 

v  13  Acts  xxii  22 — xxiii  11.  14  1  Cor  xv  1-28.  Halluliah, 

Ps  46,  resp.  ver.  la.  15  Joh  xi  1-46. 

Lessons  read  when  a  man  becomes  a  Priest :  1  1  Sam  xvi  la>  c-13. 

190  r  2  Isai  lxi  1-9.  3  Num  xxvii  15-23.  4  Psalm  104,  resp. 

ver.  4aJ  5  Acts  i  15  — ii  21.  6  1  Tim  i  18 — iv  16. 

Halluliah,  Ps  91,  resp.  ver.  la,  or  15,  4  Lord  who  shall  dwell  in  Thy 
tabernacle  ?  ’  7  Joh  xxi  1 5b-end. 

Lesson  for  the  dedication  of  a  Holy  Church :  1  Psalm  84,  resp. 
v  vv.  3b,  4a  (‘  My  King  and  my  God,  blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in 
Thy  House1).  2  Hebr  ix  1-28.  Halluliah,  Ps  147,  resp. 

ver.  12a  (ver.  la  Syr.).  3  Joh  x  22-42. 

Lesson  for  the  dedication  of  an  Altar :  1  Psalm  43,  resp.  ver.  4a. 

191  r  2  1  Ki  viii  1-53.2  3  Hebr  xii  28 -end.  Halluliah,  Ps.  26, 

resp.  ver.  la.  4  Matt  xxiii  12-22. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  on  the  day  that  the  Holy  Cross  was  seen 
in  the  heavens  by  blessed  Constantine,  the  believing  King,  from  the 
third  hour  of  the  day  to  the  sixth  hour,  on  this  same  day  therefore 

1  The  catchwords  end  with  as  in  Cod.  Ambrosianus. 

2  Ends  :  cn.Szi.2kAa  cniajk.  .v»a.T.\  .  K'  ca  A  pc' 

A*rc'ioa*r<\ 
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was  this  commemoration  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  these  lessons  are 
read  in  it :  first  Psalm  97  is  said,  resp.  ver.  6a.  1  The  letter  that 

the  Bishop  of  Jerusalem  wrote  to  blessed  Constantine  (sic),  the 
victorious  King  (i.  e.  Cyril  of  Jerus.  to  Constantius,  a.d.  351). 
v  2  Gal  vi  1  -end.  Halluliah,  Ps  98,  resp.  ver.  la.  3  Matt 

xxiv  3-37. 

Here  endeth  the  Table  of  the  Lessons  of  Holy  Scripture,  by  which 
any  one  can  know  the  Lessons  read  on  all  the  Feasts,  and  on  the 
commemorations  of  Martyrs,  and  on  the  commemoration  of  our 
Fathers  the  Bishops  who  have  departed  in  the  true  faith,  of  the 
Holy  Apostles,  and  the  Lessons  read  on  the  departure  or  on  the 
commemoration  of  the  departed. 


The  next  step  was  to  collate  with  the  above  text,  which  I  quote  as 
Led.,  the  lectionary  notices  in  ancient  Syriac  Biblical  MSS.  The 
regular  ‘  Lectionary  ',  i.  e.  MSS  containing  the  several  lessons  and  no 
more,  arranged  in  the  order  they  are  read,  is  an  invention  of  later 
times.  The  older  method  was  to  indicate  lessons  in  the  margin,  or 
even  in  the  text,  of  Biblical  codices.  Lectionary  notices  by  the 
original  scribes  are  found  in  over  20  MSS  of  the  various  books  of 
the  Old  Testament  and  in  over  30  of  the  New,  all  of  them  older  than 
the  end  of  the  7th  century.  The  most  ancient  MSS  of  all  do  not, 
it  is  true,  contain  such  notices  by  the  first  hand.  There  are  none,  for 
instance,  in  BM.  Add.  14459,  either  in  the  part  containing  Matt  and 
Mk  (5th  cent.),  or  in  that  containing  Lk  and  Joh  (530-40).  But 
some  are  found  in  the  text  of  Add.  14470,  which  is  quite  as  early,  so 
that  the  practice  seems  to  have  been  coming  in  during  the  5th 
century. 

For  the  most  part  these  MSS  have  a  very  defective  series  ol 
lectionary  Notes.  They  are  indeed  somewhat  less  defective  than  has 
hitherto  appeared,  for  the  text  of  Add.  14528  (—Led.),  which 
professes  to  give  the  Lessons  ‘read  on  all  the  Feasts',  shews  us  that 
in  the  use  we  are  considering  the  Ecclesiastical  Year  was  not  filled  up, 
as  in  later  times.  But  even  so  they  are  defective,  sometimes  only 
giving  the  Lessons  out  of  a  single  Gospel  (e.  g.  Add.  14470,  Vat. 
Syr.  12),  or  only  in  part  of  a  book  (e.g.  Add.  12175,  no  lessons  given 
from  Isaiah  earlier  than  chap.  xxxv).  The  scribes  ol  these  beautiful 
MSS  seem  to  have  been  craftsmen  rather  than  scholars ;  they  copied 


THE  EARLY  SYRIAC  LECTIONARY  SYSTEM  15 


what  was  before  them,  without  attempting  to  make  up  deficiencies. 
Probably  the  lectionary  Notes  had  been  inserted  originally  as  occasion 
arose. 

It  seems  also  that  the  scribes  made  not  a  few  blunders,  especially  in 
confusing  days  of  4  the  Great  Week  ’,  i.  e.  Holy  Week,  the  week  before 
Easter,  with  those  of  4  the  Week  of  Rest’,  i.e.  the  week  after  Easter. 
Even  Led.  is  not  free  from  blunders,  some  wrong  numbers  being 
given  for  Psalms,  &c.,  as  noted  above.  Among  such  blunders  must 
be  counted  the  fact  that  in  the  lessons  for  the  Week  of  Rest  the 
scribe  of  Led.  has  written  Tuesday  for  Monday  (i.  e.  in  Syriac 
4  Day  Three1  for  4  Day  Two1),  and  Wednesday  for  Tuesday,  while  the 
real  Wednesday,  when  there  was  a  4  Commemoration  of  the  Holy 
Apostles  ’,  is  left  without  a  date.  I  shall  therefore  in  the  following 
Tables  enter  the  lessons  for  the  commemoration  of  John  the  Baptist 
on  Easter  Monday,  and  those  for  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  on  Easter 
Tuesday. 

In  most  of  the  Biblical  MSS  it  is  not  clear  where  the  lessons  are 
intended  to  stop.  Very  careful  scribes  put  or  jl.  at  the  end  or 
an  ornamental  point,  but  more  often  these  are  omitted,  or  cannot  be 
distinguished  from  the  work  of  later  annotators. 

The  full  presentation  of  the  evidence  is  best  left  for  the  Tables  at 
the  end  of  this  Paper,  as  some  of  the  detail,  particularly  in  the 
Gospels,  is  rather  complicated.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  state  that 
the  various  ancient  Biblical  MSS  do  prove  to  belong  to  the  same 
Lectionary  system  that  is  given  in  full  in  Add.  14528  (=  Led.). 
Some  of  the  younger  MSS  contain  extra  lessons,  e.g.  for  the  Com¬ 
memoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  for  the  4  Rogations  ’,  for  Sundays  in 
Lent,  &c.  There  is  a  tendency  in  most  of  the  MSS  to  shorten  the 
lessons,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  later  days.  But  on  the 
whole  they  give  emphatic  support  to  the  scheme  put  forth  in  Led. 
To  such  an  extent  indeed  is  this  the  case,  that  it  is  possible  to  restore 
with  confidence  a  good  deal  of  the  contents  of  the  missing  eight 
leaves. 

These  leaves,  as  shewn  above,  consist  of  the  first  three  and  the  last 

three  leaves  of  the  first  quire  (a  1-3,  8-10),  and  the  middle  pair  of 

the  second  quire  (/?  5,  6).  The  last  must  obviously  have  contained 

the  end  of  the  lessons  for  Palm  Sunday  and  the  thirteen  Old  Test. 

lessons  for  Monday  in  Holy  Week,  which  would  just  fill  the  required 

space.  The  second  lacuna  (a  8-10)  contained  the  lessons  for  the 

week-days  of  the  first  week  in  Lent,  and  the  first  lacuna  (a  1-3), 

in  my  opinion,  can  have  contained  nothing  but  the  lessons  for 

Christmas  Day. 

%/ 
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1st  Lacuna. 

The  first  extant  leaf  of  Lect.  (Add.  14528,  fol.  152  r)  begins  with 
the  Epistles  and  Gospel  for  Christmas.  Thus  Christmas  immediately 
preceded  Epiphany  in  Lect .,  with  no  commemoration  between,  e.  g. 
B.V.M.  or  Innocents.  The  Gospel  was  the  17th  Lesson,  so  that 
there  was  almost  as  full  a  set  as  for  Epiphany. 

Now  the  Lessons  for  the  Day  of  Epiphany  take  up  3\  pages  of 
the  MS.  The  Ep.  and  Gosp.  for  Christmas  take  half  a  page,  so 
that  Christmas  must  have  begun  near  the  beginning  of  a  2  v,  i.  e.  the 
verso  of  the  lost  2nd  leaf  of  the  codex.  This  is  the  usual  place  for 
the  writing  of  a  Syriac  book  to  begin.  One  guard-leaf  was  nearly 
always  left  blank,  while  handsome  codices,  such  as  Cureton’s  MS  and 
the  Sinai  Palimpsest,  had  even  two  blank  leaves  at  the  beginning. 
Thus  the  lessons  for  Christmas  Day  alone,  with  probably  a  single 
head-line,  fill  up  the  space  required. 

In  the  following  reconstructions  the  figures  in  square  brackets  are 
the  numbers  belonging  to  the  6  Additional  ’  MSS  in  the  British 
Museum  which  attest  the  various  lections.  A  list  is  given  at  the  end 
of  this  Paper:  they  are  all  of  the  5th  to  the  7th  century,  mostly 
belonging,  I  think,  to  the  middle  of  that  period. 

Foil,  a  1  rv  and  a  2  r.  Blank. 

Foil,  a  2  v  and  3  rv.  One  Vine  for  a  heading,  followed  hy 

Lessons  for  Christmas  Day:  1  Prov  x  1-16  [17108],  or  xiii  1- 
[14443].  2  Job  xvi  1-  (xvii  6)  [14443].  3  Dan  ii  31-  [14445]. 

4  (?Mic  iv  1— v  9)  [Nestorian  Use ,  and  Jacobite  revision  made  in 
1000  a.d.  by  Athanasius  V ].  5  Josh  xxiv  6-27a  [17102]. 

6  Judg  vi  11-  [14438].  7  1  Sam  i  19b-  [14442].  8  Jer 

xxxi  2-  [17105,  17106].  9  Ezek  xvii  1-  [12136].  10  Isai 

vii  10-(ix  7)  [14432].  11  Gen  xviii  1-22  [14426 j.  12  Exod 

iii  1-15  [12133].  13  Deut  xxxi  7-  [14438].]  14  Psalm  (?) 

15  Acts  xiii  13-27a  [17121,  18812  mg].  16  Hebr  i  1—  |  ii  4 

[Led.,  14476,  17122],  or  Gal.  iv  1-v  10  [Led.,  14476,  14477]. 
Halleluiah,  Ps  110  [Led.].  17  Lk  ii  1^20  [Led.,  14470,  12137, 

12140,  14449, 14450, 14457,  17113],  or  Matt  i  18-  [14457,  17117  mg, 
Vat.  12], 1 

1  I  have  added  Lessons  16-17,  where  Lect.  is  extant,  partly  for  completeness, 
partly  to  illustrate  the  way  in  which  Lect.  is  confirmed  by  the  Biblical  MSS. 
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2nd  Lacuna. 

This  consists  of  the  three  leaves  (a  8-10),  which  gave  the  Lessons  for 
the  week  days  of  the  first  week  of  Lent,  followed  by  a  commemoration 
of  the  Departed  (see  Led .,  fol.  159  r).  Comparatively  few  of  the 
Biblical  MSS  give  the  Lessons  for  Lent,  and  most  of  the  Lessons 
marked  4  Of  the  Departed  ’  in  them  do  not  seem  to  have  belonged  to 
this  commemoration.  Of  those  preserved,  the  Gospel  Lessons  are  in 
great  disorder :  the  idea  was  evidently  to  read  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  in  sequence,  but  the  progressive  shortening  of  Lessons,  owing 
no  doubt  to  the  multiplication  of  other  forms  of  worship,  particularly 
the  long  Hymns  which  are  such  a  feature  of  later  Syriac  offices,  has 
made  the  limits  of  the  several  sections  uncertain.  The  lacuna  in 
Led.  begins  after  the  first  four  Lessons  for  the  Monday,  which  I  repeat 
here  with  the  additional  evidence.1 

Monday  of  the  1st  week  of  the  Fast  of  40  :  1  Gen  i  1-ii  14  \Lect ., 
14426],  or  read  Exod  i  1-ii  25  \Led.\  2  Deut  iv  1-22  [Lect.\ 

3  Job  i  1-ii  10  [Led.].  4  Josh  i  1-ii  24  \Led.\  or  Judg  ii  1- 

[Led.~\  |  5  ? Psalm...  6  Rom  i  1- [14477].  7  Matt 

iv  23-  [14457,  12140]. 

Tues.  of  the  1st  week:  1  Gen  ii  4  (sic)2-  [14444],  or  Exod,  in 
sequence .  2  Deut (?)...  3  Job,  in  sequence.  4  Josh, 

in  sequence.  5  Psalm  ...  6  Rom  ii  1-  [14477,  14481]. 

7  Matt  v  38- [14457,  17113,  17117  mg]. 

Wed.  of  the  1st  week:  1  Gen  or  Exod,  in  sequence.  2  ... 
3  Job,  in  sequence.  4  Josh  v  1-  [17102].  5  Isai  v  1-  [14432]. 

6  Psalm  ...  7  Rom  iii  9-  [14477,  14481].  8  Matt  vi  19- 

[14457]. 

Th.  of  the  1st  week  :  1  Gen  iv  1-  [14444],  or  Exod  vi  2-  [12133]. 

2  ...  3  Job,  in  sequence.  4  Josh  vi  27-  [17102].  5  Psalm  ... 

6  Rom  iv  1-  [14477].  7  Matt  vii  28-viii  17  [14457]. 

Fri.  of  the  1st  week:  1  Gen  or  Exod,  in  sequence.  2  ... 

3  Job,  in  sequence.  4  Josh  viii  1-  [17102].3  5  Psalm  ... 

6  Rom  vii  1 -[14477].  7  Matt  viii  18-ix  8  [14457]. 

Sat.  of  the  1st  week:  Gen  or  Exod,  in  sequence.  2  ... 

1  A  page  of  Add.  14528  contains  about  7  Lessons,  so  that  as  the  three  missing 
leaves  contain  the  Lessons  for  six  days,  it  is  evident  that  each  day  could  only 
have  been  provided  with  seven  Lessons.  W.  may  have  had  one  extra 
Lesson. 

2  Perhaps  only  an  error  of  Cod.  14444  for  ii  14. 

3  Cod.  17102  has  c  F.  in  mid-Lent’,  by  error. 


XI 


B 


18  PROCEEDINGS  OF  TIIE  BRITISH  ACADEMY 


3  Job,  in  sequence.  4  Josh  (or  Judg)  ...  5  Psalm  ... 

6  Rom  viii  18-  [14477].  7  Matt  x  24-  [14457].1 

Commemoration  of  the  Departed  :  1  (?)  |  2  2  Ki  iv  8-37,  &c. 

3rd  Lacuna. 

This  consists  of  two  leaves  only  (/ 3  5,  6),  and  there  is  barely  room 
in  it  for  the  twelve  or  thirteen  missing  lessons  of  Monday  in  Holy 
Week,  preceded  by  a  certainly  equal  number  for  Palm  Sunday. 
There  can  certainly  have  been  no  room  in  the  MS  for  any  extra 
services,  so  that  the  note  to  Isai  lii  13  in  Cod.  12175  (‘First  Day  of 
the  Mystery,  in  the  evening')  cannot  be  correct.  The  word  First 
seems  to  have  been  intentionally  erased :  no  doubt  it  was  a  mistake 
for  Fifth  (i.  e.  hadh  for  hamsha).  6  Thursday  of  the  Mystery 1  is  the 
standing  Syriac  term  for  what  we  call  Maundy  Thursday,  the  day 
before  Good  Friday :  it  is  one  of  the  signs  of  antiquity  in  Led.  that 
this  name  does  not  occur  in  it. 

Lesson  of  the  same  Sunday  of  the  Great  Week  :  1  Prov  i  1-iii  26 
[Led.].  2  Job  xxvi-xxviii  28  [Lect.].  |  3  Dan  ii  1-  [14445J. 

4  Zech  ix  9-16  [14443].  5  ...  6  ...  7  1  Sam  ii  27- 

[14442].  8  Jer  i  1-  [17105].  9  Ezek  i  1-  [12136,  17107  *]. 

10  Isai  lv  4-  [12175].  11  Gen  ...  12  Exod  vii  19-  [12133 2]. 

13  Deut  (?)  14  Psalm  ...  15  Acts,  1  Pet  i  1-16  [17121]. 

16  Rom  xi  13- [14477,  14481,  17122].  Halleluiah  (?)  17  Lk 

xix  28-  [14470,  Dawkins  3,  14450,  14457,  17113],  or  Matt  xxi  1-(17) 
[Dawkins  3,  12137,  12140,  14457,  17113,  17117  mg],  or  Mk  xi  1- 
[Dawkins  3,  12137,  14450,  14457,  17113],  or  Joh  xii  12-  [(Dawk.  3), 
12140,  14450,  14457,  17113]. 

Monday  in  the  Great  Week  :  1  Prov,  in  seq.  (i.  e.  iii  27-vi  5). 
2  Job  ...  3  Dan  viii  1-  [14445].  4  Hosea  (?) 

5  Josh  ...  6  1  Sam  ...  7  Jer  ...  8  Ezek  iii  4-(iv  15) 

[17107].  9  Isai  ...  10  Gen  ii  15-(iv  7)  [14426]  or  Exod 

viii  20-(ix  21)  [12133].  11  Numb  (?)  12  Psalm  ... 

13  Rom  |  xv  14-33  \Lect .,  14476,  17122].  Halluliah,  Psalm  65" 
[Led.].  15  Lk  xii  35-50,  or  Joh  xii  12-25  [Led.]? 

1  I  have  chosen  the  Lessons  from  the  text  of  Cod.  14457  in  this  series, 
because  they  are  longer  than  those  in  other  MSS,  and  therefore  are  more 
probably  those  that  stood  in  Lect.  ;  for  details  see  below,  p.  38. 

2  Codd.  12133  and  17107,  like  Lect.,  avoid  calling  Palm  Sunday  ‘of  the 
Hosannas  ’. 

3  For  the  irregular  numbering,  see  the  full  text  above.  Cod.  14470  has 
a  Lection  beginning  at  Lk  xii  35,  but  heads  it  ‘  Mi.  of  the  Mystery  .  Ibis  is 
probably  a  mere  blunder  for  ‘  M.  of  the  Great  M  eek  ,  as  14470  has  the  correct 
Lection  (Lk  xxii  1-)  marked  in  its  place. 
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General  Characteristics  of  Led. 

The  most  significant  feature  in  our  document  is  the  Kalendar. 
The  colophon  of  Led.  most  distinctly  claims  that  all  the  Feasts  have 
been  included  and  all  the  Commemorations,  so  that  we  may  believe 
that  we  have  in  it  the  complete  series  of  Lessons  as  known  to  the 
scribe.  It  is,  as  I  remarked  at  the  beginning,  practically  identical 
with  the  later  form  of  the  4  Apostolic  Canons  ’  as  quoted  by  Marutha. 
Christmas  is  celebrated,  as  well  as  Epiphany,  and  Ascension  and 
Pentecost  are  two  Feasts,  not  one.  But  otherwise  the  Ecclesiastical 
Year  is  as  simple  as  it  can  be ;  the  only  times  provided  with  Lessons 
are  the  week  before  and  the  week  after  Easter,  together  with  the  first 
and  the  middle  weeks  of  Lent.  No  Fast  of  the  Ninevites,  no 
Rogations,  no  commemorations  connected  with  Christmas  such  as 
Innocents’  Day,  are  provided  for  in  Led.  What  is  still  more  remark¬ 
able  is  that  there  is  no  commemoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  either  on 
the  day  after  Christmas  (as  was  afterwards  usual  among  the  Jacobites) 
or  at  any  other  time.1 

A  peculiar  feature  of  this  Kalendar  is  the  assignment  of  days  in 
Easter  Week  as  commemorations.  The  week  itself  is  called  the 
Week  of  Rest  ( nyahta ),  a  name  which  it  got  from  the  ordinance  of 
Constantine  forbidding  work  during  the  whole  octave  of  Easter,2  and 
of  the  several  days  Monday  is  a  commemoration  of  John  the  Baptist, 
Tuesday  of  Peter  and  Paul,  Wednesday  of  the  Apostles  generally, 
Thursday  of  Bishops,  Saturday  of  Stephen.  Friday  has  no  special 
commemoration  :  at  a  later  period  this  Friday  in  Easter  Week  was 
celebrated  as  Friday  of  the  Confessors  both  by  Jacobites  and 
Nestorians  in  memory  of  Simeon  bar  Sabba'e,  who  was  martyred  on 
Good  Friday,  a.  d.  341,  but  no  trace  of  this  commemoration  appears 
in  our  MSS. 

As  mentioned  above,  Led.  avoids  calling  4  the  Sunday  of  the  Great 
Week  of  Unleavened  Bread’  (i.  e.  Palm  Sunday)  by  the  name  of 

1  A  commemoration  of  the  B.  V.  M.  is  found  at  Lk  i  26  and  at  Acts  i  12  in 
a  good  many  Syriac  Biblical  MSS,  including  Vat.  Syr.  12,  which  was  written 
in  548,  and  the  ancient  Oxford  MS  (Dawkins  3).  It  should  he  noted  that  such 
MSS  call  her  fmy  Lady  Mary,  the  Blessed’  ( tubhnithd  Mart  Maryam),  while 
later  MSS,  beginning  with  the  illustrated  codex  at  Florence,  written  in  586, 
have  the  Syriac  term  corresponding  to  Theotokos.  The  very  ancient  Cod.  14470, 
perhaps  of  the  5th  cent.,  has  no  commemoration  of  the  B.V.M.  at  all. 

2  In  later  times  it  was  called  the  Week  of  White  Garments,  the  in  albis  of 
the  West,  but  this  name  never  occurs  in  Lect.,  and  very  rarely  in  the  old 
Biblical  MSS. 
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4  Sunday  of  the  Hosannas  ’.  There  is  a  midnight  reading  in  the  vigil 
of  the  Epiphany,  but  no  rite  of  the  Blessing  of  the  Waters,  and  on 
‘Thursday  in  the  Great  Week  ’  there  is  no  consecration  of  the  Chrism. 
In  other  words  there  is  no  trace,  either  in  Led.  or  in  the  ancient 
Biblical  MSS,  of  the  innovations  of  Bishop  Peter  of  Edessa.1 

Attention  should  be  drawn  in  passing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
service  of  Feet-washing  on  Maundy  Thursday  evening.  The  moment 
of  ‘ablution’  ( shyaghta ),  when  Joh  xiii  3-16  is  read,  is  late  on 
Saturday,  just  before  the  vigil  of  Easter.  It  is  not  a  rite  of  ‘  after 
supper’,  such  as  the  feet-washing  is,  but  a  preparatory  rite  for  the 
Easter  Communion.2 * 

The  most  curious  omission  in  Led.  is  of  any  Baptismal  Services. 
Possibly  once  no  Lessons  were  read  at  the  actual  ceremony.  Yet 
Joh  v  1  IF  is  prescribed  in  many  MSS,  including  Cod.  14470.  On  the 
other  hand  the  first  of  the  occasional  services  in  Led .,  before  even 
those  for  the  Martyrs,  is  that  4  when  a  man  is  tonsured  to  be  a 
Bar  Kyama  or  Son  of  the  Covenant.  The  Sons  of  the  Covenant 
were  different  from  the  Monks.  They  were  ascetics,  living  at  home 
or  in  small  groups,  vowed  to  strict  continence  and  a  retired  life,  and 
no  doubt  for  the  last  two  generations,  since  Rabbula  had  regulated 
their  behaviour,  they  were  almost  indistinguishable  from  the  regular 
monk  who  had  joined  a  convent  and  had  accepted  the  Rule  of 
S.  Basil.  But  in  the  old  days  before  Constantine,  when  Christianity 
was  a  proscribed  faith  and  men  often  deferred  their  baptism  and  full 
Church  membership  till  they  felt  ready  to  leave  the  world,  the 
Bnai  Kyama  were  the  backbone  of  the  Church  in  the  Euphrates 
Valley.  With  outward  prosperity  they  gradually  lost  their  importance, 
but  I  venture  to  claim  the  prominence  given  in  our  document  to  the 
ceremony  of  their  profession  as  a  very  signal  mark  of  antiquity. 

When  we  turn  from  the  days  provided  for  to  the  actual  Lessons 
the  most  striking  features  are  their  length  and  their  number.  On 
Ascension  Day,  for  instance,  444  verses  in  all  are  to  be  read  or  sung, 
and  all  apparently  at  a  single  service.  As  I  remarked  above  in 
a  footnote  to  the  Good  Friday  Lessons,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
Canonical  Hours  had  been  definitely  fixed,  after  the  manner  of  later 
Uses.  On  Sundays  and  Festivals  there  was  a  ‘  morning  service’  and 
a  service  4  in  the  day  as  appears  from  the  directions  for  the  Sunday 
after  Easter  and  for  Epiphany,  but  it  is  not  even  clear  which  was  the 

1  See  above,  p.  4. 

2  It  differs  from  the  Service  of  Forgiveness  for  Holy  Saturday  after  None 

(R.M.  Add.  17230,  fol.  40«),  which  corresponds  to  Denzinger,  Bit.  Or.  ii  522. 
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Eucharistic  Service.  In  any  case  the  Biblical  Lessons  are  so  long 
that  there  can  have  been  little  time  for  anything  else  at  the  non- 
eucharistic  services,  except  for  a  few  prayers  or  short  introductory 
formulas.  It  must  be  remembered  that  when  Led.  was  drawn  up  the 
voluminous  metrical  discourses  of  Jacob  of  Serugh  were  not  all 
penned,  and  though  the  Syriac-speaking  Church  already  possessed 
the  Hymns  of  S.  Ephraim  and  used  some  of  them  in  the  services, 
a  good  many  of  his  works  had  not  yet  been  adapted  to  liturgical 
purposes.  The  Hymns  of  Severus,  again,  were  not  yet  available. 
In  any  case  the  general  tendency  from  the  6th  century  onward  was  to 
shorten  the  Lessons,  no  doubt  in  order  to  gain  more  time  for  the 
Hymns  and  metrical  Homilies,  of  which  the  Syrians  seem  to  have 
been  so  fond.  The  Table  of  Lessons  from  Acts  in  Add.  17121, 
dating  from  before  the  end  of  the  6th  century,  very  well  illustrates 
this  tendency  ;  a  good  many  more  days  are  provided  with  Lessons 
than  in  Led .,  but  the  Lessons  themselves  are  shortened,  generally  at 
the  end. 

The  number  of  Lessons  provided  by  Led.  is  as  remarkable  as  their 
length.  The  leading  idea  seems  to  have  been  to  illustrate  the 
teaching  of  the  day  from  every  part  of  the  Bible.  The  several  Books 
are  arranged  in  what  appears  to  be  an  order  of  merit  or  importance, 
the  most  weighty  coming  last.  The  custom  of  reading  the  Gospel 
last  is  at  least  as  old  as  the  Dodrina  Apostolorum ,  but  the  elaborate 
subordination  set  forth  in  Led.  is  a  novelty.  First  come  Proverbs 
and  Job,  as  not  far  removed  from  the  best  worldly  wisdom ;  then 
Daniel,  which  with  the  Syrians  as  with  the  Jews  is  placed  somewhat 
below  the  greater  Prophets,  and  with  it  is  curiously  associated  the 
Book  of  the  Twelve  minor  Prophets ;  then  come  the  Books  from 
Joshua  to  Kings,  which  are  concerned  with  secular  history;  then 
follow  the  great  Prophets  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel  and  Isaiah,  followed  in 
turn  by  the  Pentateuch.  At  the  end  of  the  Old  Testament  reading 
comes  a  Psalm.  Then  follows  the  New  Testament :  first,  at  certain 
times  of  the  year,  a  reading  from  Acts  or  the  Epistles  of  S.  Peter 
and  S.  John  ;  then  the  Apostle  par  excellence.  Hebrews  being  reckoned 
also  as  Pauline ;  then  comes  a  Psalm  called  the  Halleluiah,  corres¬ 
ponding  to  the  Western  Gradual,  and  last  of  all  the  Gospel  for 
the  day. 

From  this  arrangement  we  learn  what  for  practical  purposes  was 
the  Canon  of  the  Syriac- speaking  Church  in  the  5th  and  6th  centuries. 
It  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  omissions.  Leviticus  was  no  doubt 
regarded  as  canonical,  but  no  Lesson  is  taken  from  it :  perhaps  it  was 
thought  unsuitable  reading  for  Christian  services.  Ruth,  Chronicles, 
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Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  Esther,  Song  and  Ecclesiastes,  are  passed  over 
altogether.1  Of  the  ‘Apocrypha'  only  the  Praise  of  Famous  Men 
from  Sirach  ( Bar  Sira)  occurs,  except  the  Song  of  Ananias  and 
Azarias,  which  is  always  reckoned  by  the  Syrians  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  Book  of  Daniel.  In  the  New  Testament,  the  Apocalypse  and 
the  Four  minor  Catholic  Epistles,  which  form  no  part  of  the  Syriac 
Bible,  are  of  course  unrepresented  in  the  Lectionary.  More  remarkable 
is  the  fact  that  no  Lesson  is  taken  from  the  Epistle  of  James,  which 
had  been  included,  along  with  1  Peter  and  1  John,  in  the  Syriac  N.T. 
since  the  time  of  Rabbula.  The  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  is 
used  16  times,  the  Second  Epistle  only  once ;  Romans  is  used  13,  and 
Hebrews  10  times,  the  next  highest  figure  being  Galatians  with 
4  Lessons  in  all.  2  Thess.  and  Philemon  are  never  used.  In  the 
Gospels,  Mark  is  little  used,  only  4  (or  5)  Lessons  being  taken  from 
it,  and  of  these  all  but  two  (Mk  xv  16-23,  Good  Friday  at 
midday,  and  xvi  2 -end,  after  ‘the  morning  service'  on  Easter  Sunday) 
being  alternatives.  From  Luke  only  16  Lessons  were  taken,  while 
there  were  27  from  John  and  about  30  from  Matthew. 

No  attempt  is  made  in  this  system  to  use  up  the  text  of  Scripture. 
The  same  Lessons,  if  considered  appropriate,  are  used  again  and 
again.  It  should  be  noticed  that  the  composite  Lessons  from  several 
Gospels  for  Holy  Week,  so  characteristic  of  the  later  Jacobite  use, 
are  absent  from  Led.  There  is  nothing  in  Led .  that  can  be  taken  as 
a  reminiscence  of  the  Diatessaron.  The  only  modifications  of  the 
Biblical  text  are  occasional  omissions  of  unsuitable  verses  or  clauses. 

Of  special  interest  is  the  reading  of  the  ‘  Hypomnemata  of  Simon 
Peter  and  of  Paul '  on  Easter  Tuesday.2  The  Memoir  of  Paul  no 
doubt  consisted  of  the  story  of  Thecla,  which  was  highly  esteemed  by 
the  Syrians,  and  is  found  bound  up  with  Ruth,  Esther,  Susanna  and 
Judith  in  the  semi- canonical  Book  of  Women.3  The  Memoir  of 
Simon  Peter  is  with  equal  probability  to  be  looked  for  in  the 
Clementine  Romance,  most  likely  in  the  extant  Syriac  form  of  the 
Recognitions.  What  is  certain  is  that  Rabbula,  the  great  regulator 
of  Edessene  ecclesiastical  affairs,  quotes  these  Recognitions  and  the 
story  of  Thecla  as  authorities  for  what  Peter  and  Paul  used  to  eat.4 

1  So,  curiously  enough,  is  the  prophecy  of  Nahum,  though  Obadiah  is  read. 

2  Led.  has  f  Wednesday’,  but  this  is  a  slip,  as  pointed  out  on  p.  15. 

3  e.  g.  in  Add.  14652,  the  6th  cent,  codex  that  contains  the  Life  of  Rabbula. 

4  See  Rabbula’s  Letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Feiran  near  Sinai  ( Overbeck  237). 
The  passages  referred  to  by  Rabbula  will  be  found  in  Lagarde’s  Recognitiones 

syriace y  p.  11.  24,  25,  and  Wright’s  Apocryphal  Acts,  p.  129. 
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In  other  words,  the  mention  of  these  Hypomnemata  in  Led.  may 
fairly  be  regarded  as  a  link  with  Rabbula  and  his  ordinances. 

I  regret  that  I  can  find  no  Syriac  evidence  to  illustrate  the  Psalm  - 
singing.  A  single  Psalm,  provided  with  a  refrain  (and  therefore 
sung,  not  merely  read),  is  ordered  for  almost  every  service  before  the 
New  Testament  reading  begins.  It  is  distinct  from  the  Halleluiah 
(or  4  HallulialY),  which  is  sung  immediately  before  the  Gospel. 

Another  significant  fact  is  that  the  Festival  of  the  Apparition  of 
the  Cross  on  May  7,  with  which  Led.  concludes,  has  left  no  trace  in 
the  Syriac  Biblical  MSS.  At  a  later  period  other  festivals  of  the 
Cross  were  popular  in  Syriac-speaking  Christendom,  but  the  celebration 
of  May  7  dropped  out.  The  special  interest  of  this  celebration  is 
that  it  is  a  local  festivity  of  Jerusalem,  commemorating  a  vision  of 
the  Cross  in  the  sky  witnessed  by  S.  Cyril  of  Jerusalem  in  the  year 
351,  which  he  described  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  off*  at  once  to  the 
Emperor  Constantius.  This  letter  must  have  reached  the  Emperor 
just  before  the  victory  of  Mursa.  The  next  generation  remembered 
Constantius  as  the  Arian  persecutor  of  Catholics,  so  that  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  that  a  confusion  between  this  vision  at  Jerusalem 
has  taken  place  with  the  vision  of  the  Labarum  seen  by  Constantine 
the  father  of  Constantius,  a  confusion  which  is  reflected  in  the  rubric 
of  our  Lectionary.  In  any  case  it  was,  and  remained,  a  local  solemnity 
at  Jerusalem :  4  they  assemble  before  holy  Golgotha  .  .  .  and  this 
Canon  is  performed  :  Ps.  976.  Epistle  of  Cyril,  bishop  of  Jerusalem, 
to  Constantine  (sic) :  Incipit :  44  To  the  emperor,  lover  of  God  and 
pious,  the  Augustus  Constantius,  Cyril,  bishop.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord.” 
Gal.  vi  14-18:  Alleluiah  :  Ps.  98:  Matt  xxiv  30-35 1  (Conybeare, 
Rituale  Armenorum ,  p.  525).  So  runs  the  old  Armenian  Lectionary, 
which  follows  the  order  of  Jerusalem;  it  will  be  observed  that  it  is 
the  same  service  as  that  of  Led.>  except  that  in  Led.  the  Lessons  are 
characteristically  much  longer. 

What  is  the  link  between  Edessa  and  Jerusalem  ?  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  here  again  it  is  found  in  the  person  of  Rabbula,  bishop 
of  Edessa  from  411  to  435.  Rabbula  had  a  great  respect  for  Jerusalem 
and  the  Holy  Places.  On  his  conversion  he  went  from  Syria  to 
Jerusalem  and  prayed  before  Golgotha  and  visited  the  Grave  of 
our  Lord  and  the  Cave  where  He  was  born,  and  climbed  up  to  the 
Place  of  the  Ascension,1  before  going  down  to  Jordan  itself  to  be 
baptized.  Jerusalem  was  evidently  for  Rabbula  the  model  Christian 
city  and  it  is  no  wonder  if  we  find  traces  of  the  local  festivals  of 


1  Overbeck,  p.  1G4. 
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Jerusalem  in  the  use  of  Edessa  over  which  Rabbula  ruled  so  long  and 
successfully. 

It  is  to  Rabbula  that  I  set  down  the  points  of  contact  between  our 
Lectionary  and  the  Jerusalem  order,  perceptible  in  the  Psalms  and 
the  Halleluiahs  as  well  as  in  the  commemoration  on  the  7th  of  May. 
To  Rabbula  again  we  may  ascribe  the  reading  of  the  Hypomnemata 
of  S.  Peter  and  S.  Paul  on  Easter  Tuesday,  another  foreign  importation 
into  the  Bible  readings  from  the  still  little-worked  field  of  Greek 
ecclesiastical  literature.  But  the  great  bulk  of  our  document  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  home  growth.  The  beginnings  and  endings  of  many 
of  the  Lessons  fit  the  wording  of  the  Syriac  Bible  and  not  the  Greek. 
They  do  not  represent  the  use  of  Jerusalem :  I  doubt  if  they  repre¬ 
sented  what  was  ever  the  use  of  Antioch  except  in  matters  common 
to  all  reasonable  use  of  Scripture  to  illustrate  the  Christian  Year. 
In  any  case  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  in  this  Lectionary  quite  the 
earliest  liturgical  monument  of  Syriac  Christianity  that  is  preserved 
in  approximate  completeness.  It  shews  us  how  Syriac-speaking 
Christians  of  the  fifth  and  early  sixth  centuries  heard  the  Holy 
Scriptures  read,  and  indicates  by  its  choice  of  Lessons  what  they 
were  invited  to  mark,  learn  and  inwardly  digest. 


INDEX  TO  THE  LESSONS. 


Tn  these  Tables  the  order  of  the  lists  for  the  several  Books  is  that  of 
the  Kalendar  provided  for  by  Led.,  followed  by  the  additional  days,  if 
any,  attested  by  the  Biblical  MSS.  The  tables  for  Acts  and  the  separate 
Gospels  need  slight  modifications  as  explained  in  their  place.  As  all  the 
MSS,  with  few  exceptions,  are  British  Museum  Additional  MSS  I  quote 
them  by  their  number  only  (e.  g.  1 4444  stands  for  f  B.  M.  Add.  1 4444  ’). 
Except  where  otherwise  stated  all  the  Lectionary  rubrics  are  by  the 
original  scribes  of  the  MSS.  The  dates  are  given  from  Wright’s 
Catalogue  :  vi/vii  means  ‘  sixth  or  seventh  century  a.d.’. 


GENESIS 

# Ledions  marked  in  14426  (vi/vii). 
•j 'Ledions  marked  in  14444  (vi/vii). 

Christmas  xviii  1-22* 

Epiphany  i  1 — ii  24 

or  xxi  1-13* 

M.  1st  wk.  in  Lent  i  1 — ii  14* 

ii  4-f  (sic) 

•  •  • 

iv  i-j* 


T. 
W. 
Th. 
F.  S. 


M.  in  mid-Lent 
T. 

W. 

Th. 

F. 

Palm  Sunday 
M.  in  Holy  Week 
T. 

W. 

Th. 

Good  Friday 


xiii  1  lb — xv  5 
xv  6 — xvii  22 
xvii23 — xviii  33 
xx  1 — xxi  34 
xxii  1  —  xxiii  20 

ii  15-  * 

iv  8 — vi  4*j* 
vi  5 — vii  24 
xxxvii  1-36* 
xxii  1—19* 
or  xl  1-23* 
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H.  Saturday 

eve  of  Easter 
Easter  Day 

or 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 
T 

1  •  » 

W 

”  •  >> 

Pentecost 

1  Martyrs 

2  Martyrs 
1  Bishops 


xlii  3 — XI1H14*1 
or  xl  1-23 
xxii  1-19 
viii  1  — ix  7* 
xliii  15 — xlv  13a 
xli  38 — xlii  2* 
xxviii  10-22*j* 
xxvii  1-29 
xi  1-9  *  2 

xxii  1-19 
iv  1 — 1 6 
xlix  28-end 


Bapt 


ism 


xxx  3 


7-  #  2 


EXODUS 

* Lections  in  12133  (vii).3 


Christmas 

iii  1-15* 

eve  of  Epiphany 

iii  1-15 

Epiphany 

xv  1-26  (*)4 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

xxiv  1-18* 
or  xxxiv  1-35* 

M.  1st  wk.  of  Lent 

i  1— ii  25 

T.  W. 

♦  •  • 

Th. 

vi  2 —  * 

F.  S.  „ 

•  •  • 

Com.  of  Departed 

iii  1-22 

Palm  Sunday 

vii  19-  * 

M.  in  Holy  Wk. 

viii  20-  * 

T 

-*■  •  }} 

ix  22 — [x  20]* 

W. 

x  21  —  xi  10(*)5 

Th.  „ 

xii  1-28  (*)6 

Good  Friday 

xii  29-42* 

eve  of  Easter 

xii  51  — 

xiv  26  (*) 7 

Ascension 

xiii  19 — xiv  31  * 

Pentecost 

xix  1 — xx  17* 

Oil  of  Baptism 

xxx  22-38* 

NUMBERS 

No  MS  with  ancient.  Lectionary 
Notes  survives. 

Epiphany  xxiv  2-18 

T.  in  H.  Week  xx  1 — xxi  20 


W.  in  H.  Week 

Th.  „ 

Good  Friday 
2  Bishops 
Ord.  of  Priest 


xxxv  9 -end 
ix  1-23 
xvi  1-35 
xx  23 — xxi  9 
xxvii  15-23 


DEUTERONOMY 


* Lections  in  14438  (vi). 

Christmas  xxxi  7-  * 

M.  1st  wk.  in  Lent  iv  1-22 
Th.  in  wk.  of  Rest  xxxiii-ewrf. 
S.  „  ix  13 — x  5 

Ascension  v  6 — vi  9 


eve  of  Easter 
Martyrs 


xvi  1  -  * 

xiv  22-  * 


JOSHUA 

* Lections  in  17102  (a.d.  599). 
"f  Lections  in  12172  (vi/vii). 


Christmas 

xxiv  l6-27a* 

Epiphany 

iii  1 — iv  14,j* 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

iii  1 — iv  24 

M.  1st  wk.  in  Lent 

i  1— ii  24 

T 

•  }) 

•  •  • 

w. 

v  1 —  * 

Th. 

vi  27 —  * 

F. 

viii  1-  * 8 

Palm  Sunday 

•  •  • 

M.  in  Holv  wk. 

•  •  • 

T 

v  1 — vi  21 

w. 

vi  22 — vii  26* 

Th. 

viii  30 — x  14 

or  xxiii  1 b— end 

Good  Friday 

xxii  1-20 

H.  Saturday 

xxii  21 — xxiii  la 

eve  of  Easter 

ii  1-24 

Easter  Day 

iii  1-1 4-a 

W.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

vi  5  (6)-25* 

Th. 

xxiv  l-18f 

2  Martyrs 

xxii  21-29 

1  Bishops 

xxiii  lb — xxivSf 

2  Bishops 

xxiv  9 -end 

M.  in  Pentecost 

i  1-  *j* 

1  Begins  ver.  5.  2  mg,  old  hand. 

a  Wright  says  viiith  cent.,  but  this  is  surely  too  late. 

4  12133  has  xv  22-(26).  5  12133  has  x  1-. 

6  12133  has  x  21-  .  7  12133  has  xii  41-  . 

8  17102  reads  (  F.  in  middle  week  ’,  a  slip  for  4  F.  in  1st  week 
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JUDGES 


*  Lect  ions  in 

14438  (vi). 

Christmas 

vi  1 1  -  * 

Epiphany 

vi  34— vii  7a 

M.  1st  wk.  in  Lent  ii  1- 

Good  Friday 

xv  9-20 

Easter  Day 

vi  1 1—40* 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

xi  12-40(*)1 

T. 

v  1-31*  2 

F. 

ix  1-22*  3 

s.  „ 

ix  23-27* 

Ascension 

vi  1-24* 
or  xiii  2-2  la* 

Pentecost 

xiii  2-25* 

1  Martyrs 

xi  30— xii  7* 

1,  2  SAMUEL 

*  Lections  in  14442  (vi/vii).4 

Christmas 

1.  i  19b-  * 

Epiphany 

1 .  xvi  1  a>  c- 1 3a 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

1.  vii  2-17 

Palm  Sunday 

1.  ii  27-  * 

M.  in  Holy  wk. 

•  •  • 

T 

1  •  >> 

1.  vii  2 — viii  22 

w. 

1.  ix  1 — x  l6ab 

Th. 

1.  x  17— xii  25 

Good  Friday 

1.  xxv  i  1  — 

xxvii  4 

H.  Saturday 

2.  i  1-27 

eve  of  Easter 

2.  xxiv  1  -end 

Easter  Day 

1.  ii  1-10* 
or  1.  xvii  1  —5 1 a 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

1.  xx  35 — xxiil 

T 

1  •  « 

1.  xxvi  1-25 

W. 

1.  xvi  1— 13a 

Th. 

1.  xxx  6b-25 

F. 

2.  vii  1-29 

S. 

1 .  xxii  5  — 

xxiii  18 

Sunday  „ 

1.  i  1—1 9a* 

Ascension 

2.  vi  1-23 
or  2.  xxi  1—14 

Pentecost 

1.  xvi  1-1 3ab 

1  Martyrs 

1.  xvii  31-58 

1  Bishops 

1 .  xi  1 4 — xii  25 

2  Bishops 

2.  xx  4—22 

1,  2  KINGS 

*  Lections  in  14430  (a.d.  724). 


Epiphany 

1.  i  32-48 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

1.  xix  1-21 

Com.  of  Departed  2.  iv  8-37 

Good  Friday 

2.  vl-19,vil-7 

H.  Saturday 

2.  xx  1-21 

eve  of  Easter 

2.  ii  1—1 5a 

Easter  Day 

1.  iii  3— iv  1 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest  1.  xix  1-18* 

T 

x  •  }} 

1.  xviii  21-40 

w. 

2.  vi  8-23 

Th. 

2.  xiii  10-21 

F- 

1.  xx  13-43 

S. 

1.  xxi  1-27 

Ascension 

2.  ii  1-18* 

1  Martyrs 

1.  xiii  1-32* 

1  Bishops 

1.  xvii  1-24* 

2  Bishops 

1.  xxii  51  — 

2.  i  17s* 

Ded.  of  Altar 

1.  viii  1—53 

Ded.  of  Church 

1.  vi  15-  * 

Rogations 

1 .  viii  22-  * 

Pentecost 

1 .  viii  54-  * 

Of  the  Tonsure 

1.  ix  1-  * 

JOB 

*  Lections 

in  14443  (vi). 

Christmas 

xvi  1  — (xvii  6)* 

Epiphany 

iv  1 — v  27 

Sunday  bef.  Lent  xxix  1 — xxx  23 

M.  1st  wk.  in  Lent  i  1 — ii  10 

•  •  • 

Palm  Sunday 

•  •  • 

xxvi  1-xxviii  28 

M.  in  Holy  wk. 

•  •  • 

T. 

xxxi  40b — xxxiii  33 
or  xxxi  7 — xxxiii  6 

w. 

xxxiv  1-37 

Th. 

xxxviii  1,  3 — 
xxxix  30* 

Good  Friday 

xl  1 — xiii  6  * 

H.  Saturday 

ii  1 1  —iii  26 

eve  of  Easter 

xxvii  1  — 

xxviii  28 

Easter  Day 

xiii  7-ewd* 

1  14438  begins  at  xi  1. 

2  14438  also  has  a  Lection  for  this  day  at  xi  12. 

3  14438  begins  at  viii  33. 

4  14442  only  contains  1  Sam  i  1— ii  20,  xvii  57— xx  34.  No  old  Lectionary 
Notes  occur  in  14431. 
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M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 
T. 

W. 


)) 


Th. 

F. 

S. 

Ascension 

Pentecost 


a 


)) 


1  Martyrs 

1  Bishops 

2  Bishops 


xxv  1—  xxvi  14 
[ no  lesson ]  § 
xxvii  1  — 

xxviii  28 
ix  1-32 
ix  1 — x  29 
xii  1 — xiv  6* 
xxii  1-30 
xxxii  16 — 

xxxiii  6 
i  1— ii  10 
xiv  7-xv  35* 
xvi  1 — xvii  9 


PSALMS 

The  numbers  of  the  Psalms  are 
those  of  the  Syriac  reckoning:  where 
they  differ  from  the  Hebrew  and 
English  both  numbers  are  given. 
The  small  number  is  that  of  the 
verse  used  as  a  respond :  if  one 
point  comes  after  the  small  number 
the  first  half  only  of  the  verse 
forms  the  respond;  if  two  points,  the 
second  half  only.  The  Halleluiah 
corresponds  to  the  Gradual,  i.e.  a 
Psalm  before  the  Gospel.  Psalms 
marked  A  are  similarly  used  in  the 
ancient  Armenian  Lectionary  edited 
by  Conybeare  in  Rituale  Armenorum , 
pp.  516-527. 


Christmas 


Halleluiah 

110 

Epiphany 

Vigil 

231  A 

Hall. 

80  A 

midnight 

29s 

Day 

Ql 

Hall. 

no  A 

Sunday  bef.  Lent 

3  5 18 

Hall. 

51 

M.-F. 

•  •  • 

Com.  of  Departed 

4915- 

Hall. 

30 

M.  in  mid-Lent 

751  • 

T 

x  •  }) 

422, 

W.  in  mid-Lent 

844  • 

Th.  „ 

44s- 

F. 

461- 

S. 

3211  • 

Hall. 

1 121 

Palm  Sunday 

eve 

2;i5 

morn. 

95e- 

Day 

•  •  • 

M.  in  H.  Week 

•  •  • 

(Hall.) 

655--  A 

T 

A  •  w 

251  A 

Hall. 

41- 

W 

41 4  •  A 

(Hall.) 

5l 

eve 

3610- 

Th.  „ 

5521-  A 

Hall. 

235-  A 

eve  begin 

4I6  A 

end 

1094-  A 

night  begin 

5521  •• 

end 

35s- 

Good  Friday 

morn. 

3511  A 

9  a.  m. 

419  •  A 

midday 

69J1-  A 

Day 

31 4  *5-  A 

or 

6'920 

3  p.m. 

2218-  A 

evening 

885-  A 

H.  Saturday 

886-  A 

‘  (Hall.) 

4915. 

ablution 

512* 

eve  of  Easter 

303 

Hall. 

93 

morn. 

35. 

or 

982- 

or 

93 

also 

113  A 

Easter  Day 

651-  A 

Hall. 

147  A 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

7910- 

Hall. 

57 

T 

191  A} 

or 

33 

Hall. 

47  A  l 

W 

♦  > .  ,, 

194' 

Hall. 

95 

§  Here,  as  elsewhere,  I  have  corrected  the  days  of  the  week  of  rest  in  Lect., 
so  that  S.  John  Baptist  is  commemorated  on  Easter  Monday,  and  SS.  Peter  and 
Paul  on  Easter  Tuesday. 

+  i.e.  Comm,  of  Peter  and  Paul,  Rit.  Ann.,  p.  527- 
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Th.  in  \vk.  of 

Rest 

115(1 1 6IIeb.)'5 

Th.  in  Holy  wk. 

x  7— xi  2*  2 

Hall. 

15  A 

Good  Friday 

xiii  1 4 — xv8*f 3 

F.  „ 

671* 

H.  Saturday 

xvii  10— 

Hall. 

1 121* 

xviii  20(*) 4 

S.  „ 

96- 

eve  of  Easter 

xxx  1-14, 

Hall. 

59’- 

xxxi-ewd*f  5 

Sunday,  morn. 

897- 

Easter  Day 

ix  1 — x  26* 

Day 

1491  A 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

xxii  28  — 

Hall. 

96 

xxiii  18  (f)1 

Ascension 

476 

T 

A‘  B 

[wo  lesson  J 

Hall. 

241 

W.  '  „ 

xv  20 — 

Pentecost 

47«. 

xvi  32*"}* 6 

Hall. 

93' 

Th. 

xix  18 — xx  5f 

Bar  Kyama 

2  54 

F.  „  • 

xxv  2 — 

Hall. 

1031- 

xxvi  5a*f 

1  Martyrs 

4422- 

S. 

xxvi  6 — 

Hall. 

123  (124>Heb.)1, 

xxviii  1  **j* 7 

2  Martyrs 

1011 

Ascension 

xv  20 — xvi  24a 

Hall. 

1051- 

or  xi  1  — xii  5\ 

1  Bishops 

811- 

1  Martyrs 

i  10— ii  12 

Hall. 

1031- 

2  Martyrs 

xv  27— xvi  32 

2  Bishops 

1 15  (1  \6  Heb.)lb 

1  Bishops 

viii  10— ix  9 

Hall. 

4  6l- 

2  Bishops 

xxiv  l-34f 

Ord.  of  Priest 

1044- 

• 

Hall. 

91 1 

Of  p  nests 

xi  15-  f 

Ded.  of  Church 

843--4, 

Apostles 

xiii  1-  * 

Hall. 

14712-  (A) 

Ded.  of  Altar 

434-  A 

ISAIAH 

Hall. 

261-  A 

May  7 

976‘  A 

* Lections  in  12175  (a.d.  534). 

J 

Hall. 

98’  •  A 

j  Lections  m 

14432  (vi). 

Christmas 

vii  1 0— (ix  7)f 

PROVERBS 

night  of  Epiph. 

x  33 — xii  6f  8 

Epiphany 

vii  10— ix  7 

* Lections 

in  14443  (vi/vn). 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

lviii  1—1 4*f 

j* Lections  m  17108  (vi). 

W.  1st  wk.  of  Lent  v  1-  + 

Christmas 

x  l-l6f 

W.  in  mid-Lent 

xl  1-8 

or  xiii  1-  # 

Th. 

xl  9 — xii  16 

Epiphany 

viii  22-36*fmg 

F. 

xlil  7 — xiii  4(f) 0 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

xxxi  l-end*^ 

Palm  Sunday 

lv  4-  * 

Palm  Sunday 

i  1 — iii  26 

M.  in  Holy  wk. 

•  •  • 

M.  in  Holy  wk. 

i 

•  •  • 

T 

x  '  B 

lxiii  1 — lxv  7f 

T 

1  •  » 

vi  6-35  #j* 

W. 

lxv  8 — Ixvi  9*f 

W 

*  •  j} 

i  10— ii  15 

Th. 

lxi  1-9 

or  viii  1 — ix  12 

or  xl  1 — xii  16 

1  17108  gives  Prov.  xxiii  10-  for  f  M.  in  the  Great  Week ’,  but  most  likely  by 
error  for  e  M.  in  the  Week  of  Rest 

2  14443  begins  at  x  1.  5  17108  gives  this  for  Th. 

4  In  14443  this  begins  at  xvii  6  and  ends  xviii  12. 

5  17108  begins  at  xxxi  10. 

*  14443  begins  at  xv  10,  17108  gives  only  xvi  6b-24. 

7  17108  gives  only  xxvi  4-28. 

8  In  14432  not  specifically  for  the  Vigil. 


In  14432  for  ‘  Rogations  . 
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Good  Friday 

evening 
H.  Saturday 
eve  of  Easter 


morning 


Easter  Day 


M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 
T. 

W. 

Th. 

F. 


>> 


S. 


lii  13— liii  12 
liii  1-12 
lxiii  1—10 
lii  1-10 
or  lx  1— 22*f 
lx  1-7 
liv  1 — lv  3* 
or  lxi  10 — lxii  9 
xl  1-26*  *f 
lii  1-12 
lx  8 — lxi  9* 
xxxvi  1-21* 
xxvi  16 — 

xxvii  13 
xliii  16 — 

xliv  20* 


Sunday  „ 
Ascension 

Pentecost 

Bar  Kyama 
1  Martyrs 

1  Bishops 

2  Bishops 


Ord.  of  Priest 


i  1- 

xlix  1-23* 
or  xxxv  3-1  Of 
xlviii  12 — - 

xlix  13* 
xxxv  3-1  Of  2 
xliv  6-20f 
1  8b_li  16 
xxxviii  1  — 

xxxix  8f 
with  2  Ki  xx  20,  21 
lxi  1  — 9f 


Epiphany  xxxv  3-  * 

( Th .)  o  f  the  Mystery  lii  13-  *  3 


in  the  evening 
H.  Saturday 
in  the  evening 
Rogations 

}) 

)) 

Th.  in  Holy  wk. 
Ascension 
Apostles 
Ded.  of  Church 


li  9-  * 

XXV  1-  f 

xxxiii  2-  f 
xli  17-  f 
1  4-  f 
xxx  27-  f 
lii  7-(l2)f 
liv  1-  f 


XII  PROPHETS 

* Lections  in  14443  (vi).4 

Christmas  (PMicivl — v9)5 

Epiphany  Zech  vi  1-15 

or  Mic  v.  2 — vi  8 


Sund.  bef.  Lent 
•  •  • 

M.  in  mid-Lent 


Palm  Sunday 
M.  in  Holy  wk. 


Good  Friday 

evening 

H.  Saturday 
eve  of  Easter 
Easter  Day 
M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 
T. 

W. 

Th. 

F. 

S. 

Sunday  ,, 
Ascension 

Pentecost 
1  Martyrs 

1  Bishops 

2  Bishops 


Joel  ii  1  -end 

•  •  • 

Joel  ii  21  -end 
Mic  iv  1-7 
Zechviii  9 — ix8 
Zech  ix  9-1 6* 

•  •  • 

Hos  xi  8 -end 
Joel  i  1 — ii  22 
Hab  i,  ii  * 
Amos  viii9 — ix6 
or  Jon  i  1—1 7a 
Zech  xii  11  — 
xiv  9a 
Jon  i  1 — 1 7a 
Jon  i  17 h-end 
Joel  ii  21-29 
Mai  ii  17 -end 
Zech  iilO — iiilO 
Amos  ix  1  -end 
Obadiah 
Hag  i  1 — ii  5 
Hag  ii  6-end 
(?  Hos  i  1-  ) 
Hos  xii  9  (10)- 
end 

Joel  ii  21-32 
Jon  i  1-10 
Joel  ii  1  -end 
Mic  i  1 — ii  3 


>> 

>> 

}} 


JEREMIAH 


*  Lections  in  17105  (vi).c 
f  Lections  in  17106  (vi/vii). 


Christmas 
Epiphany 
Sund.  bef.  Lent 
M.  in  mid-Lent 
T. 

W. 

Th. 


)) 


Palm  Sunday 
M.  in  Holy  wk. 


T. 

W. 


xxxi  2-  *f 
xxxiii  10-22*mg 
xxxvi  1-26 

i  1-19 
n  1 — m  5 
iii  6-21 

iii  22 — iv  18 

i  1-  * 

•  •  • 

iv  1— v  19 

v  20 — vii  15 


1  Begins  in  12175  at  v.  3.  2  14432  has  (  Of  the  Tonsure’. 

3  12175  has  f  Sunday’  :  see  above  p.  18. 

4  14443  is  defective  as  far  as  Nahum.  5  See  above,  p,  16. 

G  The  marginal  notes  in  17105  are  almost  as  old  as  the  MS. 
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Th. 

Good  Friday 


evening 
H.  Saturday 

eve  of  Easter 


Easter  Day 

or  ix 

M.  in  \vk.  of  Rest 


W. 


Th. 

F. 

S. 


)> 


Sunday  „ 
Ascension 


Pentecost 

1  Martyrs 

2  Martyrs 

1  Bishops 

2  Bishops 


ix  23— x  25#  1 
xxxvii  12 — 

xxxviii  6 

xi  18 — xii  8 
xxxviii  7 — 

xxxix  2 
xvi  16 — 

xvii  13*mgj’ 
xxxi  2-1 4#‘J’ 
23b — x  l6#mg*{* 
xxxv  1-16# 
xvi  16 — 
xvii  10#mg*j* 2 
xvi  1  4 — 

xvii  18#mg‘j* 
xviii  1-23*  3  f 
ii  4-32  *mg 
xxvi  l-24#"j* 
i  1—  #mg 

xxx  18 — 

xxxi  1 4#mg-j* 4 

xxxi  27-37* 5 f 

xxxvii  12-31 
xxxviii  14-28# 

xii  1 — xiii  27f 
xiv  1 — xv  4f 


Innocents 
eve  o  f  Easter 
F.  of  Great  ivk. 


xxxi  15-  * 

xxxi  31—  #mg 
xx  7 — xxi  14j* 


EZEKIEL 

* Lections  in  12136  (vii).6 
j ‘Lections  in  17107  (a.d.  541). 


Christmas 
Epiphany 
Sund.  bef.  Lent 
Com.  of  Departed 
S.  in  mid-Lent 
Palm  Sunday 
M.  in  Holy  wk. 

T 

1  •  » 

w. 

Th. 


xvii  1—  ## 

i  l-28a  ## 
iii  16— iv  15## 
xxxvii  1-14## 
xiv  12-23 
i  l-  ##f 

iii  4-  f 

iv  6 — vii  9f 
vii  1 0 — ix  1 1  f 
xx  30 — xxi7**f 


Good  Friday 

xxi  8-32j* 

H.  Saturday 

xi  1-25 

eve  of  Easter 

xxxvii  15-28*# 

Easter  Day 

xxxvii  1—1 4##'{* 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

.  xxxiii  7-33#f 

T 

A  •  >> 

iii  10-27* 

w. 

xlvii  1— 23*‘{_  7 

Th. 

xxxiv  ll-31*f 

F. 

xviii  l-32f 

S. 

xix  1-xx  26f 

Sunday  „ 

i  1-  ## 

Ascension 

i  l-28ab, 
iii  12-1 5ab#(#) 

1  Martyrs 

iii  22  — v  6#* 

2  Bishops 

xviii  1-32 

Pentecost 

ix  1 1 — x  22## 

Baptism 

xlvii  1-12** 

Ded.  of  Church 

xiv  18— 

xlvi  15## 

Rogations 

iii  16 — iv  1 5## 

Com.  of  Bishops 
damn  of  F.  in 

xi  22* 

the  Great  Wk. 

xxviiil  l-(l9)f  8 

eve  of  Easter 

ix  2-  *(• 

Ord.  of  Priest 

iii  22-  f 

DANIEL 

# Lections  in  14445  (a.d.  532). 

Christmas 

ii  31-  # 

Epiphany 

Song  of  Azarias# 
or  vii  7-27 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

i  1-17 

Com.  of  Departed 

? 

Palm  Sunday 

ii  1-  * 

M.  in  Holy  wk. 

viii  l-(8)* 

T 

iv  4-28(*) 9 

w. 

iv  29 — v  7* 

Th.  „ 

vii  1-28* 

Good  Friday 

ix  1—1 9* 

H.  Saturday 

ix  1-27 

or  ix  20  —  x  3(*)  10 

eve  of  Easter 

iii  23a — iv  3* 

Easter  Day 

vi  25-28# 

1  17105  begins  at  ix  23.  2  17106  ends  at  ver.  13. 

3  17105  here  has  ‘Th.  of  the  Mystery’  (i.e.  Th.  in  Holy  VVreek)  hy  error. 

4  17106  ends  at  ver.  1.  5  17105  begins  at  ver.  31. 

6  The  double  star  indicates  that  the  Lesson  is  also  in  the  Index  prefixed  to 
12136  by  the  original  scribe. 

7  Begins  in  17107  at  ver.  2.  8  The  Lament  over  the  King  of  Tyre  ! 

9  14445  has  W.  for  T. 

10  14445  has  c  S.  in  week  of  Rest’  by  error. 
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LECTION  ARY 


M.  in  wk.  of  Rest  xii  4-13 

2  Martyrs 

v  31 — vi  24* 

T 

iv  1-17 

1  Bishops 

xii  1-13 

W. 

x  1 — xi  la* 

2  Bishops 

vii  21 — viii  4* 

Th. 

v  1-17* 

F. 

viii  1-19 

S.  „ 

Ascension 

Song  of  Azarias* 
vii  7-18 

BAR  SIRA 

(SIRACH) 

Pentecost 

i  1-21* 

Th.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

xliv  1 — xlix  16 

1  Martyrs 

iii  l-(23)* 

2  Martyrs 

xliv  1 — xlv  26 

S.  MATTHEW 

co 

s 

cv 

A 

O 

o 

b- 

CO 

no 

c- 

r— 

£ 

uo 

_  X( 

r-H 

r-H 

r-H 

a* 

^H 

t- 

o 

c3 

k 

R 

rH 

r*H 

r-H 

r-H 

r-H 

M 

r-H 

Christmas 

i  18- 

• 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

Epiphany  night 

iii  1-17 

C*)1 

# 

# 

# 

# 

day 

i  18— ii  23 

# 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

iv  1-11 

# 

# 

# 

# 

M.  1st  wk.  of  Lent 

in  the  first 

• 

• 

• 

T 

A  •  >> 

wk.  of  Lent 

• 

• 

• 

W. 

the  Sermon 

• 

• 

• 

Th. 

on  the  Mount 

• 

• 

• 

F. 

was  read  in 

• 

• 

• 

s.  ,, 

sequence 

# 

• 

• 

• 

Com.  of  Departed 

xxv  31-46 

# 

# 

Th.  in  mid-Lent 

xxiv  3-51 

F. 

xxv  1-46 

Palm  Sunday 

xxi  1-17 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

T.  in  Holy  wk. 

xxiv  3-14 

W.  „  even. 

xxvi  14-1 6 

(*) 

Th.  „ 

Good  Friday 

xxvi  17-35 

#2 

(*) 

#  2 3 

#  2 

#  2 

#  2 

# 

midnight 

xxvi  36-75 

# 

(#)3 

(#)3 

# 

#  3 

#  3 

# 

after  9  a.m. 

xxvii  3-26 

#  4 

#  4 

# 

#  < 

#  4 

even. 

xxvii  57-61 

# 

H.  Saturday 

xxvii  62-66 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

eve  of  Easter 

xx viii  l-7b 

# 

# 

# 

# 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

xiv  1-12 

# 

# 

# 

# 

#  ^ 

# 

T 

A  •  )) 

xvi  13 — xviii  18 

(*) 

# 

# 

# 

W. 

Th. 

Bar  Kyama 

ix  36 — x  15 
v  1—1 6 

x  24-39 

# 

# 

# 

9 

-0 

# 

# 

# 

or  xix  27 — xx  16 

# 

1  Martyrs 

x  16-39 

# 

# 

(*) 

# 

2  Martyrs 

x  34 — xi  15 

1  So  mg  :  the  orig.  scribe  wrote  4  Com.  of  Job.  Baptist’. 

2  All  these  use  the  term  4  Th.  of  the  Mystery’.  12140  begins  at  xxvi  1. 

3  These  begin  at  ver.  31.  4  These  begin  at  xxvii  1. 

3  17116  has  4  T.  in  wk.  of  Rest  and  of  Job.  Bapt.’,  i.e.  the  same  clerical  error 

as  in  Led. 
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to 


CO 

A 

o 

O 

I- 

CO 

<o 

s 

l- 

Si 

WO 

wo 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

r* 

a 

G 

rH 

T* 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

Tf< 

t- 

t- 

t- 

rH 

I— ( 

f-H 

rH 

rH 

rH 

Ded.  of  Altar 

xxiii  12—22 

# 

7  May 

xxiv  3-37 

Innocents 

ii  13- 

# 

Joh.  Baptist 

xi  1- 

# 

S.  in  Mid- Lent 

xxv  31  — 

# 

2nd  Sunday  of  Lent 

xviii  10- 

# 

T.  in  Holy  wk. 

xxvi  1— 

# 

# 

# 

W.  in  Holy  wk. 

xxi  33- 

(#) 

# 

# 

Martyrs 

viii  18- 

# 

# 

)) 

xxiii  13- 

# 

the  Departed 

ix  18- 

# 

# 

xxii  23- 

# 

# 

Priests  and  Blessed 

xxv  14- 

# 

S. 

MARK 

CO 

A 

o 

o 

i— 

co 

£ 

rH 

rH 

rH 

c o 

rH 

a 

G 

c* 

rH 

Th 

f-H 

r 

t— 

rH 

rH 

The  Departed 

co 

Tfl 

1 

rH 

Q4? 

> 

# 

# 

Palm  Sunday 

xi  1-24 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

Good  Fri.  midday 

xv  16-23 

# 

# 

#  2 

Easter  morn. 

xvi  2-end 

# 

(*)> 

# 

# 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

vi  14-29 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

F.  in  mid-Lent 

x  32- 

# 

# 

M.  in  Holy  week 

xii  1- 

* 

Th.  of  the  Mystery 

xiv  12 

# 

# 

# 

#  3 

night  bef  G.  F. 

xiv  27- 

# 

* 

# 

F.  of  Crucifixion 

XV  1- 

# 

# 

F.  of  Crucifixion 

xv  42- 

# 

the  Departed 

xii  12b— 

# 

#  < 

Martyrs 

viii  34- 

# 

Priests 

iv  1- 

# 

x  13- 

# 

• 

S. 

LUKE 

co 

o 

A 

O 

o 

t- 

co 

t— 

rH 

£ 

rH 

rH 

T* 

c3 

Q 

OI 

rH 

rH 

T* 

rH 

e- 

rH 

Christmas 

ii  1-20 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

eve  of  Epiph. 

ii  8-15 

Epiphany 

iii  1-18 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

the  Departed 

vii  11-17 

# 

# 

14457  begins  at  ver. 

9. 

2  14464  beg. 

at  ver. 

20. 

14404  txt.  begins  at  ver.  1 ,  but  at  ver.  12  in  mg.  4  14404  beg.  at  ver.  18. 
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o 

CO 

o 

O 

t- 

CO 

£ 

‘<0 

*0 

— • 

cC 

a 

<34 

T-H 

r-H 

l-H 

Palm  Sunday 

xix  28- 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

M.  in  Holy  wk. 

xii  35-50 

(*)* 

(*)* 

W.  „  even. 

xxii  1-6 

# 8 

# 3 

#  3 

#  3 

Th.  „  1st  serv. 

xxii  39-44 

# 

# 

# 

Good  F.  morn. 

xxii  66 — xxiii  25 

(*) 

# 

day 

xxiii  27-49 

Easter  morn. 

xxiv  1-12 

# 

# 

# 

Th.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

viii  40-56 

# 

# 

# 

# 

F. 

xviii  35 — xix  10 

# 

# 

Ascension 

xxiv  36-end 

# 

# 

# 

Bar  Kyama 

xiv  25 — xv  10 

*  mg 

1  Bishops 

vii  1 b— 1 7 

• 

Joh.  Baptist 

i  5-  . 

# 

# 

B.  Lady  Mary 

i  26- 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

Sund.  aft.  Xmas 

ii  21-39 

# 

Simeon  the  Aged 

ii  25- 

# 

Epiphany 

iii  21-38 

# 

Entry  of  Fast 

iv  1-15 

#< 

*  < 

Sund.  aft.  Epiph. 

iv  14- 

# 

# 

Or.  of  Bishop 

iv  16- 

* 

App.  fy  Mm. 

v  1- 

# 

# 

# 

# 

the  Departed 

vii  1-17 

# 

# 

# 

when  the  Pot  of 

vii  36- 

# 

Anointing  is  hallowed 

Martyrs 

viii  4- 

* 

Apostles 

ix  1- 

# 

>> 

x  1- 

# 

Of  Priests 

xii  32- 

# 

# 

Rogations 

xiii  1- 

# 

Th.  of  the  Mystery 

xxii  7- 

# 

Th.  of  Gt.  Week ,  night 

xxii  22b- 

# 

T.  in  Wk.  of  Rest 

xxiv  13- 

# 

1  14470  has  ‘  Th.  of  the  Mystery’,  obviously  a  blunder. 

2  17113  begins  a  lesson  at  xii  32  with  e  M.  in  the  week  of  Rest  probably 
meaning  *  M.  in  Holy  Week’. 

3  These  MSS  have  fTh.  of  the  Mystery’,  i.e.  our  W.  evening  after  sunset. 

4  12140  on  M.,  14457  on  Sund. 

In  addition,  Vat.  Syr.  12  has  the  lessons  for  Christmas  and  BVM 

(sic)  ;  14449  has  those  for 

Christmas  and  Ascension.  14470  contains  the  whole  Syriac  NT,  but  the 
only  other  lessons  marked  besides  these  are  Joh  v  1-  for  Baptism,  and 
Matt  i  18-,  iii  1-,  iv  1-,  xxviii  1-  for  the  usual  days. 
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S.  JOHN 

GO 


o 

o 

CO 

01 

T* 

Epiphany 

e— ^ 

H 

r_' 

aft.  mg.  serv. 

i  1-34 

# 

day 

i  1-28 

# 

* 

the  Departed 

xi  1-44 

# 

# 

# 

# 

M.  in  mid-Lent 

vi  22-47 

# 

# 

T. 

vi  48-71 

# 

# 1 

W. 

vii  1-30 

# 

# 

# 

s 

v  1-29 

Palm  Sund.  eve 

xii  1-11 

aft.  mg.  serv. 

xii  12-25 

#  2 

* 

# 

# 

# 

M.  in  Holy  wk. 

xii  12-29 

T 

1  •  ff 

xii  34-50 

# 

(*)s 

#  3 

W 

»» .  ,, 

xv  1-19 

# 4 

# 

Good  Fri.  eve 

xiii  31 b — xiv  31 

# 

# 

# 

midnight 

xviii  2 — xix  1  4a 

(*y 

(*)5 

#  5 

after  3  p.m. 

xix  31-37 

#• 

# 

H.  Saturday 

ablution 

xiii  3-1 6 

(*)6 

#  6 

Easter  Day 

xx  1-18 

# 

# 

* 

# 

even. 

xx  19-25 

# 

T.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

xxi  15b-19a 

(*)7 

W 

i  35-51 

# 

# 

# 

s 

O#  yj 

xv  8-25 

Sund.  ,, 

xx  26 — xxi  1  4 

# 

# 

midday 

i  1-34 

# 

# 

Pentecost 

xiv  15-27 

# 

* 

(#)» 

2  Bishops 

xi  1—46 

Ord.  of  Priest 

xxi  1 5^-end 

Ded.  of  Church 

x  22 _ 42 

# 

# 

# 

the  Departed 

iv  46 b- 

# 

Baptism 

v  1- 

* 

# 

# 

the  Departed 

v  19- 

* 

# 

# 

Th.  in  mid -Lent 

viii  28- 

(*) 

* 

Sund.,  mid- Lent 

ix  1- 

(*) 

# 

#• 

Martyrs 

x  1- 

# 

Ord.  of  Bishop 

x  1 1- 

# 

# 

M.  of  Great  wk. 

vii  37- 

* 

#  • 

Th.  of  Mystery 

xiii  1- 

# 

# 

# 

In  addition,  14449  has  the  lessons  at  v  1  and  xi  1,  and  Vat.  Syr.  12 
at  xii  12  (‘  Hosannas  ’).  I  owe  the  correct  readings  of  Vat.  Syr.  12  to 
the  kindness  of  Mgr  Mercati,  Prefect  of  the  Vatican  Library,  and  his 
courteous  assistant  Mgr  E.  Tisserant. 

1  17113  beg.  at  vi  47.  2  Dawk.  3  begins  at  v.  14. 

3  14457  has  { Sunday  of  the  Gt.  Wk.  ;  17113  reads  ‘  M. ’  ,, 

4  14150  beg.  at  xiv  31b.  5  14450  beg.  at  v.  28,  14457  and 

17113  beg.  at  v.  1  ;  14457  reads  ‘  W.  of  the  Crucifixion  ’  (sic). 

6  Dawk.  3  beg.  at  v.  1  and  reads  ‘  at  the  Ablution  ’  (without  day) ;  17113  reads 
‘  in  the  evening,  just  after  the  Ablution  ’. 

7  17113  begins  at  xxi  1  and  reads  *  W.'  (.sic). 

*  17113  reads  ‘  Saturday  before  Ascension'  :  is  this  a  relic  of  the  time  when 
the  Ascension  was  commemorated  at  Pentecost? 
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S.  PAUL 


»c 

t- 

t- 

t- 

00 

i— i 

T* 

■rfi 

1— < 

rfc 

■■■  4 

Christmas 

Hebr  i  1-ii  4 

# 

# 

or  Gal  iv  1 — v  10 

# 

Epiphany 

Tit  ii  1 1— iii  8 
or  Hebr  i  1 — ii  4 

# 

# 

# 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

Rom  xii  1-21 

M.  1st  wk.  in  Lent 

Rom  i  1- 

# 

T 

„  ii  1- 

* 

w. 

„  Hi  9- 

# 

* 

Th. 

„  iv  1- 

# 

F. 

•  •  -t 

«  vn  1- 

s 

O. 

the  Departed 

„  viii  1 8— 

1  Cor  xv  1-58 

(*)’ 

# 

# 

or  1  Thess  iv  13 — v  1 1 

# 

# 

M.  in  mid-Lent 

1  Cor  i  1  —  ii  9 

T 

„  ii  10 — iii  15 

W 

n  •  a 

„  iii  16 — v  8 

Th.  „ 

„  viii  1 — ix  27 

#  2 

F. 

„  x  1 — xi  34 

S.  „ 

Palm  Sunday 

1  Thess  iv  13 — v  1 1 

aft.  mg.  serv. 

Rom  xiii  10 — xiv  4 

#  s 

day 

Rom  xi  13- 

# 

# 

M.  in  Holy  wk. 

Rom  xv  14-33 

* 

T 

1  •  » 

1  Cor  i  1 — iv  5 

w. 

„  iv  6 — vi  20 

# 

(*) 

Th.  „ 

„  xi  17-34 

*  S 

Good  Fri.  morn. 

Gal.  vi  14 -end 

9  a.m. 

Phil  i  28b — ii  1 1 

midday 

1  Cor  i  18-31 

day 

Eph  ii  11 -iii  21 

W 

3  p.m. 

Heb.  ii  9 — iii  6a 

# 

even. 

Heb.  ix  1 1-28 

# 

H.  Saturday 

1  Cor  i  1-31 
or  Col  i  3 — ii  5 

#  7 

# 

ablution 

Heb  x  19-39 

eve  of  Easter 

1  Cor  xv  1-26 
or  Eph.  i  1  —  ii  22 

(*)8 

(*)# 

(*y 

(*) 

1  14475  beg.  1  Cor  xi  34. 

2  14477  has  f  W.’  for  Th. 

3  In  14475  the  Lesson  is  Rom  xiii  11 — xiv  9,  but  the  occasion  is  illegible. 

4  14481  reads  ‘  wk.  of  Rest’  for  Holy  Week. 

5  14475  and  14477  have  fTh.  of  the  Mystery’  :  14477  beg.  at  v.  20. 

6  14477  has  f of  the  night  that  dawns  into  F.  of  the  Passion  ’. 

7  14477  beg.  v.  1. 

8  All  four  MSS  beg.  v.  20. 
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>(■}  CO 

L— 

L'"“  1^* 

<"-*4 

4 

Easter  Day 

Eph  ii  19  — iii  22 

# 

or  Heb  i  1 — ii  8 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

2  Tim  iii  1 6-end 

# 

T 

A  • 

Gal  i  1 1  — ii  21 

w. 

Rom  x  1 — xi  4 

# 

#  1 

or  1  Cor  xii  1 — xiv  25 

(*)J 

(*r 

Th. 

Heb  xi  1-32 

* 

F. 

1  Tim  i  1 — ii  15 

# 

s. 

2  Tim  ii  22 — iii  15 

# 

Sund.  „  morn. 

Rom  v  6  — vi  23 

midday 

1  Cor  xi  23 — xii  27 

Ascension 

1  Tim  i  18— iii  16 

(*)3 

# 

Pentecost 

1  Cor  xii  1-27 

# 

# 

Bar  Kyama 

Col  iii  1-17 

# 

# 4 

or  Tit  ii  11  —  iii  7 

1  Martyrs 

Rom  viii  28 — ix  5 

#  # 

# 

# 

2  Martyrs 

Heb  xi  32 — xii  2 

# 

* 

1  Bishops 

2  Cor  iv  7 — v  10 

2  Bishops 

1  Cor  xv  1-28 

Ord.  of  Priest 

1  Tim  i  18— iv  l6 

(*)■ 

5  (#)5 

* 

Ded.  of  Church 

Heb  ix  1-28 

# 

„  Altar 

Heb  xii  28-end 

7  May 

Gal  vi  1  -end 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

Rom  xiii  11- 

# 

F.  of  Crucifixion 

Heb  iv  14- 

* 

T.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

Rom  v  6- 

# 

F. 

1  Cor  xv  1- 

(*)* 

# 

(#)« 

s.  „ 

Rom  vii  25b- 

* 

)) 

2  Tim  i  1  — 

# 

Baptism 

1  Cor  x  1  — 

# 

% 

Apostles 

Phil  iii  1- 

#  f 

* 

Also  the  following 

occasions  have  rubrics 

in  1 4477  : 

Baptism 

and 

Ascension  (Eph  iv  1);  Com.  of  Priests  (2  Tim  iii  10);  Ord.  of  Priest 
(Tit  i  5);  Com.  of  Priests  (Heb  xi  1);  Of  Mar  Saliba  (Heb  xii  l) — does 
this  mean  f  Of  S.  Cross  ’  ? 

Cod.  14480  has  no  Lessons  marked.  Cod.  1 7122  has  20  Lessons  which 
agree  more  or  less  with  Led.  and  10  not  in  Led. 

1  14481  reads  fTh.’  for  W. 

2  Both  14475  and  14481  begin  1  Cor  xii  28,  and  14475  ends  xiii  18. 

3  14477  beg.  1  Tim  iii  14. 

4  14481  beg.  Col  ii  20. 

5  14476  and  14477  beg.  1  Tim  iii  1. 

*  14475  has  ‘  Sund.  of  the  Resurrection  and  14481  has  ‘  New  Sunday’. 

7  14475  has  ‘  Com.  of  Paul  '. 
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ACTS 

For  Acts  and  the  three  Catholic  Epistles  we  have  the  full  Table  in 
Cod.  17121.  Cod.  17121  is  of  the  6th  cent.,  and  the  'fable  is  not  much 
later.  The  Table  gives  the  ends  of  the  Lessons  as  well,  so  I  print  their 


extent,  to  shew  how  much  they  were  shortened. 

Led. 

17121 

17120 

14472 

Christmas 

Acts  xiii  13-27a 

eve  of  Epiph. 

1  Pet  v  1  -end 

1  Pet  v  1- 

Epiphany 

1  Joh  iv  7 — v  15 

1  Joh  i  1 — ii  14 

(=21)’ 

1  Joh  iv  7- 

Sund.  bef.  Lent 

Acts  ix  1-30 

Acts  ix  1-1 9a 

the  Departed 

ix  32 — x  23a 

ix  32-43 

ix  36- 

Palm  Sunday 

•  •  • 

1  Pet  i  1-1 6 

Th.  in  Holy  wk. 

i  15-20 

Acts  i  15-20 

Easter  Day 

ii  22-43 

ii  22-36 

M.  in  wk.  of  Rest 

xiii  13-43 

xiii  13-33a 

xiii  14- 

T 

1  •  }) 

ix  1-35 

ix  1—1 6 

ix  1 

w. 

ii  43b — iv  4 

ii  43b — iii  8 

Th. 

ix  36 — x  23a 

ix  36-43 

F. 

xxi  26 — xxii  29 

xxi  26-34 

xxi  27- 

xxi  26- 

S. 

vi  8 — viii  2 

vi  8 — vii  2a, 

vi  8- 

vi  8- 

51— viii  2 

Sund.  „ 

1  Pet  i  13— ii  10 

midday 

1  Joh  ii  12 — iv  6 

Ascension 

Act  i  1-1 1 

Acts  i  1—14 

i  1- 

Pentecost 

ii  1-21 

ii  1-21 

ii  1- 

ii  1- 

Bar  Kyama 

1  Pet  i  3— ii  5 

1  Pet  i  3 — ii  5 

1  Pet i  3- 

1  Martyrs 

Acts  vi  8 — viii  2 

Acts  vi  8 — vii  2a, 

51-60 

or 

xii  1-17 

xii  1- 

2  Martyrs 

v  17-42 

v  17- 

1  Bishops 

xvi  5 — xvii  la 

xvi  5-26 

2  Bishops 

xxii  22 — xxiii  1 1 

xxii  22- 

Ord.  of  Priest 

i  15— ii  21 

i  15,  l6a,  21-26, 

vi  1-7 


Besides  these,  17120  has  a  Com.  of  Confessors  (Acts  xvi  16);  14-472 
has  F.  of  Pentecost  (Acts  iii  l).  Apostles  (v  12),  F.  of  the  Crucifixion  and 
Baptism  (viii  26).  There  are  12  Lessons  marked  in  Cod.  18812,  including 
Acts  iii  1. 

The  full  Kalendar  provided  for  in  17121  is  :  Xmas  ;  B.V.M.,  Ac  i  12-14, 
ii  42b-47  ;  Sund.  f  between  Xmas  and  Epiphany  ’,  xv  5-29 ;  Innocents, 
vii  12-25;  Epiph. ;  J.  Bapt.  (xiii  13-25);  Entry  of  Fast,  ix  1—1 9a  or 
xxvii  19-39a ;  Hosannas;  Th.  of  Myst. ;  S.  of  Annunciation,  1  Joh  i  1  — 
ii  1 4  ;  Easter  ;  Compl.  of  Pentecost ;  Com.  of  Dep. ;  Baptism,  Ac  x  34-48a ; 
C.  of  Dep.,  xx  2-12;  Tonsure,  xviii  18-28;  days  of  wk.  of  Rest;  New 
Sunday,  xiii  26-43;  Ascension;  7th  Sunday  (i.e.  Sun.  aft.  Ascension), 

1  The  rubric  for  Epiphany  in  17120  orders  the  reading  of  1  Joh  ‘  from  the 
beginning,  and  end  where  you  like  ’. 
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v  27-42;  2nd-8th  Sun.  aft.  Pentecost,  iv  32 — v  11,  xii  1-17,  xiv  8-23, 
xvii  22-34,  xvi  1 6—3 1  (sic),  xxi  27-34,  xix  8-20  (sic) ;  Martyrs;  Bishop, 
xvi  5-26  or  xx  17 — xxi  la;  Blessed  ones,  ix  32-43;  Encaenia  of  the 
Cross,  James  i  1-18  ;  Ded.  of  Ch.  and  Altar,  Ac  vii  44-50  ;  Ord.  of  Priest, 
i  15,  l6a,  21-26,  vi  1-7,  or  xii  25 — xiii  5,  or  1  Pet  ii  1-10,  iii  8—1 6a  ; 
when  a  man  is  tonsured  to  be  a  Bar  Kyama ;  Rogations,  1  Pet  iv  12-1 9, 
v  6-1 1,  or  James  i  13-27. 
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14457 

12140 

14449 

Vat. 

12,  17113 

1  17116 

17117  mg 

M. 

iv  23 

iv  23 

•  •  • 

v  1 

•  •  • 

v  17 

T. 

v  38 

v  17 

•  •  • 

v  38 

v  19 

v  38 

W. 

vi  19 

vi  16 

vi  1 

vi  1 

v  38 

Th. 

vii  28 

vii  6 

vii  1 

vi  19 

(vi  1) 

vi  25 

F. 

viii  18 

vii  28 

vii  1 

vii  1 

vii  7 

S. 

x  24 

ix  9 

vii  28 

viii  1 

i 

17113  only 

begins  at  Matt  v 

16. 

LIST  OF 


NEW  TEST.  < 

G  william’: 

numbers 

B.M.  Add.. 14470  (v,  vi) 

17 

GOSPELS 

Vat.  Syr. 

12  (548  a.d.) 

40 

Oxf.  Bodl.  Dawkins  3  (vi) 

36 

B.M.  Add.  12140  (vi) 

31 

14449  (vi,  vii) 

21 

14450  (vii) 

14457  (vi,  vii) 

27 

1 4464  (vi) 

5 

17113  (vi,  vii) 

23 

>> 

17115  (vi) 

10 

u 

17116  (vi) 

2 

}> 

171 17mg(?vii) 

(18) 

N.T.  MSS. 

S.  PAUL 

B.M.  Add.  14475  (vi) 

„  14476  (v,  vi) 

„  14477  (vi,  vii) 

„  14481  (vi,  vii) 

„  17122  (vi) 

„  1 4480  (v,  vi ;  no  Lessons) 


ACTS 

B.M.  Add.  17120  (vi) 

„  17121  (vi,  Index  vi  or  vii) 

„  14472  (vi,  vii) 

„  18812  (vi,  vii) 


Messis  quidem  mulia  operani  autern  pauci. 


«vr2nws\  ;%^a  fiaraw 
t^^nr^rvMcciJc^  r<*&sy & 

Jn'\l!W  ^  rf^Vxic^  ^nwC. 

ts£1»Sxj-  oA 

TA^h  Ts^c\anVA-A 

'VtLBa  rA  A\rv-n 


O  _  ^ 

t^MCV»7\ 


O^CNtC  vAfifcv* 


rC^n-Vw.  r^vVrvA  rAvr^n  r^r^ 
T<X,'ys-i  ■ » .  . -•  .n^A-n  T^wA 


^■Vs 


°" -o>i»\t^  ^V»>^v>4  tCCn.-vw  •• 

^  A^>3  <713ci\ 

£*'■'  tAa  ^  s\^ncv  Ai^n^.x<a<m 

CUi^  Kiiisa  o 


^(r031^^  r£>*ys±-  Axm  rAr\  Vvit^ 
••'•■  t^Ajcc}  xAvr^n  •  o 
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